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SELECT COMMITTEE—MAIN ROADS
A0T ADMINISTRATION,

Consideration of Interim Raport.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East)
[12.48]: I move—
That the consideration of the intermediate

report of the committes be adjourned until
the final report of the committee is bronght up.

Question put and passed.

HON. H. J. YELLAND (Eagt) [12.49]:
I move—
That the recommendation of the seleet com-

mittee thai it be converted into an howorary
Hoyn) Commission be given cffect to.

The PRESIDENKT: The consideration of
the report of the committee has heen ad-
Journed.

Hon. H. STEWART: Would not the
lion. member be in order in moving his
wotion if he tirst got the leave of the
House?

The PRESIDENT: Yes.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Then I ask leave
to move thai motion,

The PRESIDENT: Has the hon. mem-
ber got the motion in writing?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Yes,

The PRESIDENT: Is it the p'easure of
the Couneil that the bon. member have leave
to move the motion?

Leave granted.
Hon. H. J. YELLAXND: I move the
motion.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : T anticipated
that this guestion would be raised, so I con-
sulted the Premicr over the telephone this
morning, and he said that if such a motion
was passed, he would bring the matter be-
fore Cabinet and it wonld receive careful
consideration.

Question put and passed.

House ndjourned at 12.54 «.m. (Thursday.)
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

QUESTION—SINKING FUND CONTRI-
BUTIONS.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL (without
notice) asked the Premier: As it was ex-
pected that we would have an opportunity
before the end of the session to discuss
the contributions to sinking fund and inter-
est on debentures held and now in suspense,
shall we bave such an opportunity before
the allocation of those funds is finally de-
termined ?

The PREMIER replied: Yes; I propose
to do this year as has been done in the past
two ot tliree years—place the money in
suspense and not use it or dispose of it in
any way until it has been appropriated by
thiz House.

QUESTIONS (2)—UO0MMISSIONER
OF RAILWAYS,

Mr. THOMSON (without notice) asked
the Minister for Railways: Will he make a
statement regarding the appointment of =
Commissioner of Railways in sumecession to
Colone! Pope?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: Everybody knows that the Commis.
sioner of Railways has retired on account
of ill-health, In the cirenmstances the Gov-
ernment decided to extend his sick leavs
until the end of the year. Therefore Colonel
Pope will be in office until the end of the
yvear. When that period@ has expired stens
will be taken to ]l the position.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL asked the
Minister for Railways: I understand we arc
to have a special session to deal with the
report of the Commission on the redistribu-
tion of seats. As the oftice of Commissioner
of Railways is still held by Colonel Popc,
and as the appointment of a suecessor is an
important one to which Pariiament must
assent, will the matter he brought up in the
gpecial sessionf

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1t will be submitted for approval.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If we have a
special session I hope it will be dealt with
then.

The Premier: My intention is to deal
with no other business than the business for
which we specially meet. The appointmen:
of a Commissioner of Railways has to be
confirmed by Parliament.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It could be con-
firmed in the special session.

The Premier: I am not promising a dis-
cussion in the special session.

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: We shall make
an opportunity then.

The Premier: Perhaps.

BILL—HOSPITAL FUND
(CONTRIBUTIONS).

Al Stages.

Introduced by the Minister for Health
and read a first time.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
S. W. Munsie—Hannans) 4371 in movine
the second readine said: This Bill is nece=-
sary if the Hospital Fund Bill hecomez law.
Tt wonld be of no use having the Hospital
Fuand Rill on the statute-hook unless we had
this mensure for the purpose of miving effeet
to what we have glreadv agread.

Hon. @. Taylor: This House has agreed
to it but it hag nnt heen agreed to elsewhere.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: 1 ad-
mit there is a possibility of the Bill being
slichtlv aftered in another place. T do nat
know exactly what alterations are contem-
plated

Mr, Sampson:
there.

The MTNISTER FOR HEALTH: A fair
number of sueggestions have been made but
I do not expect that all of them will be in-

Just a comma here and
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sisted on; in faet I am sure they will not.
Last night another place referred the Bill
to a select committee and the committer
were reporting at 4.30 this afterncon.

Mr. Sampson: At 7.30.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: They
have finished their inquiry and I understan.
they intended to report at 430. I am in-
formed that the committee are making three
recommendations and while their recom-
mendations will not greatly alter the prin-
ciple of the Bill, they will involve certain
amendments. However, the amendmenis can
be discussed when the Bill is returned to u«.
Irrespective of whether they are aceepted bhv
this House, it is neeessary to pass this Bill

Hon. (. Taylor: This Bill will be of nn
use without the other.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No, ¥
the other Bill is lost, this one will be of nn
use. T hope the lahours of the session will
be completed to-morrow, and that being sn
it is necessary to pass this Bill. Tt pro
vides for imposing a tax of 1%d. in the
pound.

Hon,
date?

The MINTSTER FOR HEALTH: ¥rom
the date of proclamation whieh, at the
earliest, cannot be before March of next year.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: How will you
compute the amount on incomes?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: If it
is proclamed from the 1st Mareh, four
twelfths will be pavable.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But a man
might have no income for those four months

The MINTSTER FOR HEALTH: That
is what the Bill provides for. In anothe-
place there hus heen no objection to that
proposal and no suggestion of an objection.
There is no need to make an elaborate speech
on this Bill. The Hospital Fund Bill has
been fully considered and this is purely a
measure to give authority to impose and
colleet the tax. T move—

Sir James Mitchell: From whut

That the Rill be now read a second time.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [4.417: Of eourse this Bill necessarilv
follows the passing of the other measure. Tt
is not necessary to fix the rate at 13d. in the
pound. That is the maximum rate proposed,
and T had hoped that the Minister would fix
it at a lesser sum. When we get into Com-
mittee we can alter that.

The Minister for Health: Yon can try to.
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iion, B JAMES MITCHELL: Yes.
There is oue thing 1 wish {o ask the Minig-
ter. If a person goes into a hospiial, is it
necessary that he should be attended by a
doctor?

The Minister Lor Health: He need not
have a doetor unless he likes,

Hon. Siv JAMES MITCHELL: If he
wants a doctor, he will have to pay for the
doetor provided he is able to do so?

The Minister for Health: Yes.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It migit
be o shght illness,

Tl:e Minister for Health: There wonld be
a house doctor.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That
might apply in the city, but in country places
there is no house doctor. T agree that th:
patient shonld pay the doetor if he is able
to do so.

The Minister for Health: Neither of the
two Bills will interfere with that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Under
this Bill coveryone will have to contribute,
but everyone will not be able to go inte
hospital.

The Minister for Health: Everyone will
ot go in, either.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Everyone
will have a perfect right to do 30, and since
people will have that right they may want
to go into hospital. At present many peuple
remain af home and are attended by a doe-
tor, but under this scheme ihey may want
to go into hospital. 'The question is, if they
do g0 into hospital, must they employ a doe-
tor? Mo that the Minister unswers, “Not
necessarily.”

The Minister for Haalth: That is ro.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: A man
may he suffering from influenza or eold, and
may ragquire nursing, hut not a doctor. In
his own home he would not have a doctor,

The Minister for Health: AMany people go
into conntry hospitals, and the doctor might
have a look at them while he is on bis rounds,
but he does not attend them.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Can a
doctor atfend a patient in hospital?

The Minister for Health: It will be a
private arrangement between the doctor and
the patient.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Tt will be
purely a private arrangement; the patient
need not have a doctor unless he likes?

The Minister for Health: Yes,
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But to
get into the hospital he must have a doctor's
certificate.

The Minister for Health: He need not
necessarily have a certificate. He may be
recommended by a doctor, or he may be =
easualty.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If he
were a casualty & doetor’s certificate would
not ke needed. The position is that a patient
may enter a hospital on the order of a doe-
tor. [t would be ridiculons to discuss the
subjeet all over again. In Committee we shall
reduce the amount of the proposed tax verv
considerably. T would resist the passage o:
the Bill if I could. Mowever, this measure
follows naturally on the passing of the other
Bill,

My, LATHAM (York) [446]: The Bill
proposes the imposition of a tax of 1%4d.
in the pound. The measure might have heen
held over for a little while to see what is
done in another place with another measure,
If another place struek out of the Bill which
we have already passed the maximum of
1%4d. and substituted 1d., we should find our-
selves in an awkward position in the event
of our inserting 1%d. in the present meas-
ure. Another place could not amend the
present measure, but could amend the maech-
inery Bill.

Hon, G. Tuylor: Whether another place
bas the power or not, it takes that power.

My, LATHAM: I will not diseuss that
aspect. What will be the position if another
place reduces the maximum from 1%4d. to
1d. in the other Bill?

The Minister for Health: We will ve-insert
the higher amount when the Bill comes back
here.

Mr. LATHAM: I am glad the Minister is
going to assert the rights of this Chamber.
I agree with the Premier that it is time we
took stock in regard to conferences hetween
the Houses. Still, this Bill might have been
held up for an hour or two until the position
in regard to the other measure was known.

HON. W. J. GEORGE (Murray-Welling -
ton) [448]: There appears to me to be
a diffleulty in connection with the raising
of the fund. If I understood the Minister
rightly a few moments ago, it is likely that
the proclamation aothorising the collection
of money will be made after April next.
For the current year, the Minister will be
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taking about four-twelfths. L awm pleased
to be able to state that quite u number of
persons in Western Australia derive their
incomes from investments such as mort-
gages, Treasury bills, Commonwealth funds
and company shares. On some Comron-
wealth bonds dividends are paid on the 15th
Mareh, and those dividends are for the pre-
vious 51X months. The interest paid does
not belong to the period for which the Min-
ister expects to get his hospital fund tax
under the present Bill. The dividend paid
on the 15th March ig a six-mouths dividend
as from the previous September.

Hon. G. Taylor: It will be taxed.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: That would be
very unfair indeed. There could be no oh-
jeetion to the taxing for the three or four
months, but teo fax inecome earned six
months hefore seems to me unjust. As a
rule the interest on Treasury bonds is pat.l
on the 1st January and the 1st July of each
year. It seems to me likely that diffieulty
will arise with regard to assessments. No
doubt the Minister wants to get all the
money he ean for hospitals, but he should
be fair to holders of investments. Theve
is another matter which might be explained
by the Minister. Assessments for inecome
tax run from the 1st July in one year io
the 30th June in the next year. In making
np assessments there are a number of allow-
ances to be made, and to my wind it would
be indeed difficult to split up the year into
thirds, as proposed by the Minister, and to
bring the deductions into eonformity.

The Minister for Health: ‘The Commis-
sioner of Taxation assures me that there
is no diffieulty.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: I am merely
drawing atfention to what seems to me a
difficulty. I do not oppose the tax in any
way. Indeed, T realise that the Minisfer
has done much for hospitals during his
term of office. The Bill should be carried,
but we want to be careful that persons ab-
solntely dependent upon investments from
moneys aceumnlated during their earlier
years are not treated unfairly. The matter
seems to me to require some consideration.

My, SAMPSON (Swan) [4.52]: T hope
the Bill will not be passed. I am of opinion
that it woald prove a most irritating meas-

ure. Already both employers and employees.

have enongh forms to fill in. Much of the
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tiine of aceountants in the varivus busines
offices is oceupied with filling up variow
forms, and the irvitating effect of thi
measure will be great. The revenue 1«
ceived to-day is very mueih in excess o
what was received when a previous Bill o
this mature was before Parliament. In
deed, since 1924-25 the State’s revenue ha
increased by £1,800,000.

The ['remier: That is the stale ol
statement that is always trotted out.

Mr. SAMPSON: T is true.

The Premier: The expenditure inerease
i the same ratio as the revenue.

Mr. SAMPSON: | know that both ex
penditure and revenue have increased.

The Premijer: That sort of statementi
all right to give out to the nublie, but it
no good here.

Mr. SAMPSON: In view of the grea
increase of revenue we should be able t«
carry on our hospitals without the imposi
tion of this tax, I said that on the seeconc
reading of the Bill. Now [ have the oppor
tunity of saving it again. Tu many quar
ters 1 have heard references to the annoy
ance which this Bill will create in respee
of eollection of the tax.

The Premier: This Bill says nothing
about the method of eollection. You ean.
not criticise the method of collection on
this Bill.

Mr. SAMIPSON: If thig Bill is not passed,
the measure now before another place be-
comes quite innocnous.

The Premier: But the method of collec-
tion is in the other Bill. This Bill only
fixes the amount,

My, SAMP'SON: Bt this Bill is the key
to the position. Withont the authority pro-
vided by this Bill, no action can be taken
in respect of the Hospital Fand Bill.

The Minister for Health: And no action
can be taken in respect of hospitals either.
They will be left just as you left them.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am not going to ae-
cept that, because when the Minister tock
up his work he found hospitals being erec-
ted all over the conntry. I would not per-
sonally seek to secure any praise for that.
Tt followed the decision of the then Pre-
mier to provide pound for pound subsidies.
Hospitals, T say, were being ereeted all over
the conntry when the Minister for Health
took offiee.
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The Minister for Health: 1n seven years
only 27 new hospitals have been erected,
and we have built 23 of them.

Mr. SAMPSON: Hospitals were beinyg
erected in fairly large numbers throughout
the State, I hope I may be allowed to say
that 1 did not for a moment intend to set
up a comparison. Comparisons are odious,

The Minister tor Health: They are in
your instance.

The SPEAKER: Order!

My. SAMPSON: The Minister has his
opinion. 1 consider that any reference in
the nature of u comparison would show bad
taste on my part, and so I shall not make
any such reference. I think, however, I
am justified in saying, with all courtesy,
that the inereased revenue of the State
should enable this service to he provided
without the imposition of a further tax.
The facts in relation to that revenue jus-
tify the statement I have wmade.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[4.57]: This Bill merely empowers the Gor.
ernnment to collect the tax. We have alveady
passed a measure, which is now in another
place, setting cut what the tax shall be and
how the money collected shall he spent.
Whatever we may think about the past, it
is time we considered how the future shall
be conducted. TUndoubtedly Western Aus-
tralian hospitals need funds. Tt is regarded
as a function of government to look after
the gick of the community. That being
s0, I do not see how we can object to this
Bill. I am perfectly convinced that people
ought to be taxed for the upkeep of hospi-
tals, and I am tired of seeing the eadginz
that goes on continually in the streets. 1
am tired of a condition of things under
which the sick of the community are depend-
ent on somebody in the street collecting a
few shillings for the upkeep of hospitals.
It is appalling that such a state of affairs
should exist in any civilised country. T won-
der that there should be any objection what-
ever to the Bill. T snpport the seecond read-

ing.

MBR. J. 2. SMITH (Nelsen) {4.59]: 1
cannof understand why there should he any
opposition to this measure. Surely the mem-
ber for Swan (Mr. Sampson} has not given
consideration to the position of committee
hospitals, or else he has not any committee
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hospitals in his district. There is a contin-
nous ¢adging from one small section to keep
up those hospitals. Perhaps the member
for Swan is in the happy position of know-
ing that any of his constituents who fal! ill
ean be run into the Perth Hospital, which
derives its upkeep partly from the revenue
of the State, In my electorate there are ut
least seven committee hospitals, and it 1
one continuous eadge for their upkeep
wherever one goes, It is not possible to go
into any part of the electorate without en-
countering some appeal in aid of the local
hospital. That appeal rests on the shoulders
of a few, and those who can afford to pay
will not, in many instances, buy the tickets.
Those who are big-hearted enough to do so
are those who are maintaining the country
hospitals throughout the State. Then it is
usual to hold one or two appeals each year
in support of the Bridgetown, Pemberton,
Boyup Brook and other bopitals, as well
as annuai balls that involve a Jot of work
among those who are willing to give their
assistance to Lkeep the country hospitals
open. I feel strongly on this question and
I have advoeated some such measures being
adopted for many years past. I believe it
to be the duty of the Governmeni fo look
after the hospitals. T cannot understand
the opposition to the Bill. The member for
Swan (Mr. Sampson) said that the collec-
tion of the tax would be cumbersome and
(hat there would be many pinpricks. He
said the Government had made provision
for the building of all these hospitals.

Mr. Sampson: I said that hospitals were
being built.

Mr. J. H SMITH: That is quite cor-
reet.

My, Sampson:
Brook.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: And the hon. mem-
ber, when Minister, came down and opened
it. At the same time, no provision was
made for the mainicnance of those hospitals.
Certainly the then Government, in eommon
with the present Government, provided a
pound for pound subsidy, bat all Govern-
ments seem to think that their obligations
stop at that, and that the small country
communities should look after the needy
and sick in their particnlar loealities. That
is all very well for the people who have
(Government hospitals in their midst, be-
eause they have no cares or worries. To-

Including one at Boyup
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day if committee hospitals cannot be kept
open because of lack of funds, they bave tu
be eclosed. At Katanning, Northam and
other such centres, where Governmenf hus-
pitals are established, the people are not
confronted with that necessity, and if they
do not raise money in support of their insti-
tutions, the Government will carry on the
hospitals, Legislation of the type now be-
fore us is required, and I cannot under-
stand any sane wan in this House refusiug
fo recognise the ohligation that devolve-
upon ihe State.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [54]: T
hesitate to contribute to the discussion! in
view of the remarks of the bon. membsr who
has just resumed his seat. He said he could
not understand any sane man opposing it.
To the best of my belief I am sane, and 1
intend to oppose it.

Hon, @&, Taylor: You must have a publie
hospifal at your centre.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not oppose the
principle enunciated by the member fur
Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith), beeause I recog-
nise it is the duty of the State to care for
the indigent and sick, and to mainfain ounr
hospitals. What I am opposed to is the prin-
eiple of the flat rate involved in the Bill. A
person who is earning £1 a week will have
to contribute 1%d. out of his small salary,
whereas the person who is earning £5 a
week will have to eontribute 7%%d. on the
same basis. It is much easier for the person
who earns £5 a week to eontribute his shave
than for the person who 18 in the precarious
position of earning £1 a week only. I believe
the proper method of raising taxation would
be by means of the imposition of a super
tax levied on the basis set out in the Land
and Income Tax Assessment Act. Dedne-
tions permitted under that Act are not &l-
lowed under the provisions of the Bill he-
fore us. A man on the basic wage may have
a large family to support, and he will have
fo pay a tax of 44. whereas another man
receiving a similar wage but without any
children whatever, will be asked to contri-
bute a Jike amount. That must appeal to
anyone as being most nnfair. The Leader of
the Opposition indicated that during the
Committee stage he would move to deereas:
the amount. I am not concerned abont the
amount, as I am ahout the prineciple to
which I have referred.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Houn, G. Taylor: But that principle was
established in the Bill we have already
pussed,

Mr. MARSHALL: | opposed that Bill,
and | oppose the mearure now before us.

My, Teesdale: 1 suppose this counds very
well,

Mr. MARSHALL: The economie pres-
sure upon the great masses of the people
is sueh as to cause sickness amongst them.
I'nder the provisions of the Bill, they wil.
be ealled upon to maintain the hospitals by
means of the imposition of a tax to whivh
they will have to coutribute on the same
hasis s the man enjoying the huge profits
derived from their labours, There is an-
other anomaly to whieh I shall draw atten-
tion. The people in the melropolitan arew
will pay the tax and sccoure hospital and
medical treatment free. That grises from
the faet that the hospitals have house doc-
tors who attend to the patients without ex-
tra cost to them. In the more remote parts
of the State, the people will bave to pay the
tax, but on top of that they will have to
contribute to the medieal fund in order to
pav for the doctor. Trrespective of how we
may look at the Bill, the fact remains that
if we attempt to apply to the onter areas,
conditions that are set up in the metropoli-
tan area, the impost becomes unfair from
the very outset. T ghall vote against the
second reading of the Bill.

MR. THOMSON (Katenning) {59] : I
oppose the second reading of the Bill, which
has been introduced as the result of the
passing by this House of the Hospital Fund
Bill just recently. T do not agree with the
principle of imposing a special charge for
a speeial purpose. I gquoted the remarks
made by the Premier and by the Hon. W. C.
Angwin, both of whom strongly opposed a
similar measure on an earlier occasion. I
feel that T must oppose the imposition of
a special tax for a speecial purpose, because
it sets wp a dangerous precedent. There ean
be no equity in the administration of such
a measure when the people in the country
digtriets have to contribute half the cost for
the erection of hospitals in their localities,
and to raise funds to maintain their institn-
tions whereas similar econditions do not
apply in the metropolitan area. If they
were fo apply generally, I would be more
inelined i{o support the Bill because all see-
tions of the community wonld then be dealt
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with in like fashion. Oun the contrary the
Government provide the whole of the build-
ings necessary for hospitals in the metro-
politan avea. 1t is true thai people from
all parts of the State come to those bospitals
for attention, but it must be within the
knowledge of the Minister for Health that
country hospitals, such as that st Katanning,
receive patients trom outlying districts.
Those patients do not contribute & penny as
their shave towards the ercction or mainten-
ance of those hospitals. That is a distinet
anomaly., T will not traverse the ground
covered hy the member for Swan (Mr.
Sampson) but I repeat what I have said on
former occasions that with our increased
revenue, it should be possible to carry on
without the imposition of the additional tax
proposed.

Hon, G. Taylor: You object to increased
taxation?

Mr. THOMSON: Yes.

Hon. G. Taylor: But you do not object to
the sick being provided for?d

Mr. THOMSON: No. It is the duty of
the Government to do that.

The Minister for Health: Money is re-
quired to enable us to do se.

Mr. THOMSON: The Minister has done
very well and I do not know why he cannot
continue slong the same lines.

The Premier: The Minister will not be
able to get anything more in the future. 1
do not know how T could contribute anothe
additional shilling.

Mr. THOMSON : The Premier wisely
utilised the Federal grant to reduce taxation
by 3314 per cent., but by agreeing to the
measure before us now, we will merely re-
instate a similar levy upon the people.

The Minister for Health: You do not say
anything about the benefits that the people
will derive.

Mr. THOMSOY : They had those benefits
in the past.

The Minister for Health: No, they did
not.

Mr., THOMSON: I commend the Govern-
ment for what they have done, but I think
our position to-day is such that the Govern-
ment should be able to eontinne to pay in
the future as in the past. While I admit
that the Bill embodies the means by which
the Government will be able to contribute to
the upkeep of hospitals at the rate of 6s.
per day per bed oceupied, I wonder whether

2669

the imposition that is to be placed upon the
shoulders of the people will not become un-
duly lheavy. I am wondering what may be
the position of the Treasurer if the Com-
monwealth Government should find it im-
possible to eontinue their grant to the State.
If the Treasurer is to carry on suceessfully
in those cirenmstances, he will be faced with
the necessity for re-imposing that 33% per
vent, taxation, the reduction of which we are
now enjoying. It is from that point of view
I am opposing the Bill. Every pound taken
in taxation from a man prevents him from
spending it in the development of his pro-
perty or his business. So taxation is praeti-
cally bleeding the country, whether it is
drawn from the business man or from the
man on the land. Generally the business
man is able to pass on the taxation, but the
man on the land has no sueh opportunity.
In view of the serious decline in the prices
of wheat and wool, I am afraid the Treasurer
will not have as much from income taxation
as he has had in the past.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do you think the decline
in the prices of wheat and wool indicates a
decline in other things also?

Mr. THOMSON: That is inevitable, I
wili oppose the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Panton in the Chair; the Minister for
Health in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-—agreed to,
Clause 2—Contributions to the fund:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I move
an amendment—

That in line 1 of paragraph (a) *‘half-
penny?’ he struck ont,
That will leave the tax at 1d. instead of
134d. In my view the 1d. is all that will be
required, and I hope the Minister will aecept
the amendment.

The Minister for Health: We can disenss
that when we get the other Bill back from
another place.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Thke Min-
jster ought to be prepared to discuss it here
and now. I am prepared to let the Minister
have the 1d. in the pound, bni this addi-
tional 144. iz auite unnecessary.
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: 1 can-
not ascept the amendment. If it were the
purpose of the Bill to give only the benefits
that were proposed in the Bill introduced
by the previous CGovernment, 1d. in the
pound, perhaps, would be sufficient. But
this Bill goes considerably further than the
other one, and the 1%d. will be more than
swallowed np by the benefits given. Cer-
tainly it will net cover the actnal amounts
paid to-day for maintenance for our hos-
pitals.

Hon, Sir James Mikchell: Are you going
to stop all sweeps?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: There
will be no necessity for sweeps fur hospitals
after the Bill passes. At all events, I have
nothing to de with the cutting out of
sWeeps.

The CHAIRMAN: And that has nothing
to do with the amendment before the Chair.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: If the
Bill goes through, there will be no neeessity
for any committee hospital in the State tu
run o sweep or lottery, or go around cadg-
ing for the purpose of maintaining the in-
stitution,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am afraid this 4d.
will be fully needed when the other Bill
comes hack from another plaee; because the
prineiple of that Bill will be found to have
been so altered that 2d. will be required
rather than 114d.

The Minister for Health: If that is so,
we will not accept the Bill,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: In view of the know-
ledge T possess about that other Bill, I will
not support the amendment.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result =—

Ayes 14
Noes 20
Majority against 6
ATES.
Mr. Angeilo Mr, Mann
Mr. Brown Sir James Mitchell
Mr, Doney Mr, Sampson
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Teeadale
Mr. George Mr. Thomnson
Mr, Griffihs Mr, C. P. Wansbrough
Mr. Latham Mr, North

(Telier.)
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Nons
Mr. Cheason Mr. McCallum
Mr, Collier Mr, Milllagton
Mr. Corboy Mr, Munsle
Mr. Coverley Mr, Rowe
Mr. Cowan Mr, Sleetnan
Mr. Cunningham Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Kennedy Mr, Taylor
Mr. Iambert My, A. Wensbrough
Mr, Lamond Mr, Willeock
Mr. Marshall Mr. Wilson
(Teller.)

Amendment thos negatived.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: I move an amend-
ment—

That after *fevery?' in line 2 of paragraph
{a) ‘‘eomplete’’ he inserted.
A very large number of men earn wages that
may not amount to more than £1 or £2 or
some figure midwav between the two. The
incidence of the tax is a very much more
important matter to those men than to other
men earning more toncy. A Person may be
receiving £1 53, a week, but under the clause
mayv have to pay on £2,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I can-
not accept the amendment, The hon. mem-
ber could not have studied the Bill. The
Hospital Fund Bill provides that a person
1s permitted to earn up to £1 15s. a week
without paying on more than £1 a week.

Hon, W, J. George: I will withdraw my
amendment,.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
"Clawse put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported withoni amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmifted fo the

Couneil,

R §
BILLS {(2)-—RETURNED.
1, Loan, £4,300,000.
2, Appropriation.
Without amendment.

BILL—LAND AGENTS.
Report of Committee adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.
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BILI—HARBOURS AND JETTIES.
Second Reuding.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hoa.
A MeCallum—South Fremantle) [5.40] in
moving the second reading said: This Bill
comes from another place. It is a short
measnre and involves only one prineiple.
[t is really designed to bring our law up to
dute nnd make it more in keeping with sim-
ilar laws in other parts of the world. 1n
this State, where we have compulsory pilot-
age for oversea vessely, it is not ¢lear, in
the case of an aceident to n jeity or whartf,
whether the ship is responsible or whether
the State will have to bear the whole cost.
In other parts of the world that is made
quite elear. The English Act provides that
the shipowner is responsible, buf that the
company can take nction against the pilot
in cases where culpable negligence on his
part can bhe proved. In other cases of
damage to wharves or jetties the shipownoer
is responsible. There is a doubt as to the
legal position loenllv. We have been in-
volved in expense hera due to damage ‘o
our wharves and jetties, and we have not
felt safe ubout naking sny claims.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We charge for
our pilots.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
T have pointed ont that in other parts of
the world, even thoungh compulsory pilot-
age may exist, the ship is held responsiblea.
Many things may happen that are outside
the control of the pilot, There have heen in-
stances here in which ships have been on
the verge nf acecidents which have been be-
vond the control of the pilot, and et it
might have been argued that hecanse the
pilot was in charge the State must be held
responsible.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
rope gives way,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: .\ ship
came ont from England with her steering
gear reversed, one line pulling to starboard
instead of to port. That ship was
on the verge of an aceident in most
of the ports on the way to Fremantl.,
No notitieation was given to the pilot, aund
if the vessel had run on to the North Mole,
as was nearly the case, it is qnestionable
whether the State would not have been
held responsibie.

Nuot when a
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Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Not for the

ship?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
1t was only when the ship was beiween Fre-
mantle and Adelaide that the defect wus
discovered and, after examination, pue
right. A gimilar position oceurred at Col-
umbo and other ports on the way out.
Many other iustances eould be cited of cir-
cumstances having arisen that were beyond
the control of the pilot, As the law stands,
30 long as the pilot is there, it is doubtful
whether the shipowners would not be able
to make o claim against the State. As I
have said, in Kngland, where there is much
more shipping than in any other part of
the world, the responsibility rests with the
owners. This does net mean that ship-
owners have to carry the burden beeause
they are well coveved by their insuraneces.
The action for dnmages, however, lies
against them. OQur law is obsolete and our
desire is to bring it into line with that of
Vietoria, thongh we do not propose to go %0
far as that State bas gone. The Victorian law
is up to the English standard, and the other
States are about to move in a similar diree-
tion. The Bill before us does net go so fur
as the English law: it merely asks that the
ship he vosponsible nnless it can he proved
that there has heen neglizence on the part
of the wnilot., Our position at the pres-
ent time is too risky, and it may mean
our beinz involved in heavy damages in
the event of an accident or something oe-
eurring for which the pilot might not have
heen in any way responsible,

Hon. W. J. George: T{ will mean put-
tine up freights.

The MTINTSTER FOR WOREKS: That
has not heen the experience elsewhere, and
the hon. member must know that they do
not do things in England that are likely to
eanse an inerease in freights. They are
very eantious at the Enelish ports in the
war they mave. T repeat that it is only
because our law is obsolete that the Bill iz
introdneed. With the lareer shins that eall
here naw, the pilat is not in the same posi-
tion as he was when handline smaller ves-
sels, when he conld see evervthing arounA
hini.  There have heen instances at Fre-
mantle where the seeond officer. whn has to
take np a position from which he can eom-
municate with the wilot, has failed to dn
0. the failure nearly resultine in an acei-
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dent that might have involved the State in
heavy damages. With the law as it stands
to-day, the State would have had no redress.
There is no desire to do anything that is
unfair, and I repeat that we are not going
nearly so far as the English law. Theve
have been instances lately where we have
had to pay, and where we should not have
been compelled to pay. We paid because
our law was doubtful. 1f there had been
similar mishaps in any British port, the
ships would have been responsible. As I
said, Vietoria has passed a law clogely re-
sembling that in force in England, and the
other States are also moving in a similar
direction, at any rate to bring it in advance
of what it is. The issue is perfectly simple,
and I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON, SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [5.50] I wish the hon. member had
quoted the Acts that govern the position at
English and other ports.  He might al<o
have shown us a photograph of the vessel
that he referred to with its steering gear
veversed. The vessel certzinly performed a
warvellous feat in eoming out with its steer-
ing gear reversed. The Minisier who intro-
duced the Bill in another place gave con-
siderable detail, and T fully expected that
the Minister for Works when submitting
the Bill here would do likewise.

The Premier: That was the House we
were uncertain about.

Hon. G. Taylor: You always are.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister for Works just took slabs from the
Honovary Minister’s speech in the Legisle.
tive Couneil and gave us about one-tenth of
what was said in another place. However,
the Bil} is elearly worded and we can safelv
accept it. I do not see why we should have
less protection acainst damage done by ships
than is the case at other ports. The Minister
is quite right in sayving that we should be no
worse off than are other ports. Thus we
can support the Rill.

HON, G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[5.52]: All large vessels are hound to have
a pilot, and there is no doubt that there i=
necessity for a law of this deseription iu
view of what has happened in recent period:.
The Bill will relieve the Government of =&
biz liabilitv, because it will have to be
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proved that there was negligence on the
part of the pilot before tbhey can be held
responsible.  Other ports have even more
trastic legislation and therefore the Bill
might well be supported. It iy a hig move
colmpated to what we have been aceustomesdt
in onr ports, but at the same time a layman
vanioi he expeeted to speak authoritatively
on the subjeet. 1 suppose the Minister ha«
boen  wdvised by those capable of giving
sound advice that there is urgent need for
the Bitl. I do not know that the result ot
the passing of the Bill will be inerease:
Iveights, as has been suggested. 1 believe
shipping companie« are insured against all
risks, and especinlly this particnlar form of
risk, T sopport the second reading.

MR THOMSON (Katanning) [5.54]:
The Minister has given reasons why the Bill
shonld he passed and it is proposed that
where any damage is done hv a wvessel, th.
master of the vessel! shall be asked ito pav
the damages. Some time ago we had «
Teply to a question that was asked ahout the
“Moreton Bay” which erashed into the whar{
at Fremantle and it was stated that a sud-
den squall drove the vessel on to the whavf.
Tn a case of that kind, would the shipowner
have to pay?

The Minister for Works:
wonld he referred to the court.

Mr. THOMSON: T have no intention of
opposing the Bill which was diseussed very
fully in another place.

Such a case

Omestion put and passed.

Rill read a seecond time.

In Commitiee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee withont
dvhate, veported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

MOTION—NORTH-WEST
DEVELOPMENT.

Debate resumed from the previous day, on
the following motion by Mr, Angelo (Q@ac-
coyne) :—

That. in order that a mare ecammrehengive
polievy for the development of the North and
North-West nertions of thiv State might be
formuMatrd, it is in the aninion af thic House,
desirable that the Gnvernment shonld engage
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an expert irrigation engincer to make inguirieg
us to the suitability of the rivers of those divi-
gions for irrigation and eloser settlement.

MR, J. H. SMITH (Nelson) {6.3]: The
member for Gaseoyne, in moving his motion,
told ms of the possibilities of the North-
West, what would be gained by appointing
an engineer and the advisableness of under-
taking irrigation in that part of the Stats.
For many years Parliament has had bitter
experience of the appointment of engineer:
to investigate various mafters. If the mo-
tion were carried, the Government wonld %c
commifted to the spending of millions of
money in the North-West.

Mr. Angelo: Not necessarily the Govern-
ment; perhaps private enterprise,

Mr, J. H. SMITH: We have also hal
experience of private enterprise. If pn-
vate enterprise wholly and solely had under-
taken the construction of freezing works in
the hon. member’s electorate, the State would
have been saved £60,000. That sum of Gov-
ernment money was spent on the works at
Carnarvon and lost, for never a lamb was
frozen there and never a hoof went throurh
the works.

AMr. Sleeman : The Government musi
have heen the lamb.

M. Angelo: A sum of £55,000 was
spent by privetc enterprise.

My, J. H. SMITH: What consolation is
that when the taxpayers of the country losi
£60,000 on the venture? In spite of that
the hon. member comes to the House with
a proposal to spend goodness knows how
many millions on irrigation in the North-
West. If he wants irrigation why not go to
the South-West portion of the State? There
we have abundant rainfall and rivers that
run continuonsly throughout the vear. The
hon. member told us the North-West con-
tained 130 million acres of land, and only
25 million aeres were still available. Then
he proceeded to say that the country could
not carry many neople.

Mr. Anoele: Who said that?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The hon. member did.
He to'd ns the ponulation had deereased be-
tween 1917 and 1927 by 30 per cent. He
spoke of the vivers. hnt he omitted to remind
us that the Government lost £10.000 in en-
deavonrine fo orow eotton at Derhy.

Mr. Anenlo: How moeh has group settle-
ment cost the conuntrv?
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Mr. J. H. SMITH: He omitted to tell us
that £25,000 bad been lost in an endeavour
l¢ grow pumpkins at Darwin. Only one
pumpkin was grown for the £25,000, and I
cannot say how large it was.

Mr. Angelo: Darwin is not in this State.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: He omitted to say that
the Government lost £2,000 in endeavouring
Lo grow vegetables at Wyndham for the meat,
wotks emplovees. The hon. member spoke
uf the rvivers of the North-West—20 of
ihem, I think--that ave dry all the yeav
round

Mr, Aneelo: | odid not say that.

Me, J. ML SMITH: Esxcepting in flood
periods. I know what the hon, inember said;
I have taken estrnets of his speech from
“Hansard.”

Mr. Angelo: | am afraid vou are like our
vivers—not abways dry.

Mr. J. H. SMITIL: 1 have heard of rivers
without water. There is no justification for
passing the motion, beeause it would be
hinding on the Government. Tf the report of
an envineer fuveured our making the ex-
periment, the Government would be commit-
ted to the expenditure of millions of money.
It would he hetter to spend the money in the
South-West where there is an assured rain-
fall, and almo<t any ecommodity can b»
grown, I the monev he spent in the Nortt
West tn crow tropieal frnits under an ex-
pensive nrieation seheme——

Mr. Anzelo: Tt is not for trapieal fruits.

Mr. 7. H. SMITH: Counld not we import
them verv mueh cheaner? Tf we did grow
them, eonld we compete with the imported
article? The member for Pilbara wus verv
eantious in his remarks on the motion.

Mr. Aneelo: He supported it.

Mr. JJ. H. SMITH: Yes, but very faintly.
Reading between the lines of his speech one
could see he was douhtful of the suecess of
the proposal. He was even doubtful whether
the Government would he justified in ap-
pointine an encineer. He told us about the
harren land of the North

Mr. Teesdale: Barren!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes.

Mr. Teesdale: Heavens!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Tn the mosi favoursd
portion of the North-West——

Me, Latham: YVhich part is that?

Mre ¥, H. SMITH: On the Gascoyne
River.

Hon. G. Taylor:
anas there.

They eould grow ban-
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Mr. Angelo: Have you been there?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Practical men who
know that part say that those flats are of
a porons nature. The day after one or two
inches of rain have fallen, the ground is
almost as dry as a hone.

Mr, Ferguson: What about the grass?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T believe it is a won-
derful eountry for grass, but I am speaking
of the ability of the land to retain the mois-
ture. I am told that if the Gascoyne River
were dammed and irrigation were under-
saken, millious of gallons of water would be
vequired, and jt would be absorbed almost
as soon as it was ran on the soil. Is nor
that true?

Mr. Angelo: Tt is absolutely untrue.

My. J. H. SMITH: Can the hon. meg-
ber deny that the soil is s¢ porous that the
water vans through it almost immediately?

Mr. Teesdale: He gave you the lie direct.

Mr, J, H. SMITH: If we arc to under-
take irrigation, let ns go to a part of the
State where the climate is favourable. We
have an example of what can be done uu-
der irrigation at Harvey, the productivity
of which distriet bas been increased wonder-
fully. At one time the settlers there eon-
fined their attention to orange-growing. A
weir was constructed across the Harvey
River, and to-day they are engaged in in-
tense cultnre. The climate of the South-
West lends itself to intense culture. Tf we
are poing to extend our activities in irrign-
tion—and I am & great advocate of it—Iu;
us do it where the elimate is favourable and
where intense culture will produce lnxuriant
growth. Would the hon. member star!
dairving in the North-West? I helieve
bananas could be grown.

Hon. @, Taylor: They were tried on the
Gascoyne and failed.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes, and on account
of the high tariff preventing the importation
of bananas from Java, this foed, of which
the people are so fond, bas to be imported
from Queensland. Yet we could import
bananas from Java at a mueh cheaper rate.
If the hon. member had shown that the
North-West conld grow bananas at a priee
to compete with the Java product, theve
would be something to be said for his
motion, but I have yet to learn that in a
tropical counfry it is necessary to have
irrigation in order to prow bananas.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to ?.30 p.m.
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Mr. J. H. SMITH: The engineer for the
proposed investigation would have to be
highly competent. The carrying of the mo-
tion means that the Government of the day,
whoever they might be, would fesl in duty
bound fo send an engineer to the North-
West and spend a large amount of money
on investigations. T claim that such ex-
peuditure is not warranted. TI’erhaps the
tropical areas may grow bannnas, pineap-
ples, and eoffee. In his reply the member
for Gascoyne might indicate how coffee 1n
to be grown in the North-West to compete
with Java coffee.

Mr. Angelo: Yon do not drink eoffee, do
you?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes, a great deal;
and that is what makes me look so well.
I also drink whisky, and am not ashamed
of it. Some people drink whisky, and are
ashamed of it. There is no need to irrigate
the North-West in order to grow tomatoes.
Tomatoes to supply the loecal market aml
the BEastern States can be grown in Gerald-
ton for eight months of the year without
irrigation; and when the Geraldton preduc-
tion goes off, tomatoes can be grown in the
zouth without irrigation. There is nothiny
in the argument as to tomatoes. A few
years ago the hon. member spoke about pea-
nots and how to grow them in the North.

Mr. Angelo: I never mentioned peanuls
in this House.

Mr. J. H SMITH: I understand that
peanuts grown in the North are caten out
by white ants as soon as they mature. Tn
any ease, peanuts ean be grown in the South-
West. A few years ago the hon. member
had an experiment in the growing of han-
anas in the North, There was a small plan-
tation of bananas on one side of the river,
On account of the wind, however, they
would mot grow. Thereupon they were
moved to the opposite side of the river, and
not one banana has ever heen marketed from
that plantation. Yet the hon. member ex-
pects the country to commit itsell to the
expenditure of millions of money for the
North-West. TIn season and out of season
the hon. member talks about the rivers of
the North-West and irrigation for the
North-West. I am inforned that it
is only owing to the huge flond waters
—due to the heavy rainfall—that these
rivers last for three or four months of the
vear, and that during the other nine or ten
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onths, when things should be growing, the
rivers are dry and there are stretehes of 20
and 30 and 3¢ miles hetween pools.

Mr. Angeln: Do you know what irrigntion
really is? Do you know what a weir is?

My, J. H. SMITH: I was never on the
Nile. The hon. inembher pointed out that the
population of the State had inereased hy 30
per cent. in ten years, and that cduring the
same period the population of the North-
West had decreased by 12145 per cent,

Mr. Angelo: Quite true.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: But the hon, member
forgot to mention that the stock im the
North-West had also decreased cnormonsly.

My, Angelo: 1 pointed it out, T have the
figures here.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: He also forgot to men-
tion that stoek had inereased enormously in
the southern portion of the State. Not long
ago the hon. member ndvoeated strongly that
the North-West should he taken over by the
Federal Government.

AMr. Latham: He does not say it should
not be now.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yet he tries to ecom-
mit Western Ausiralla to an expenditure of
millions of money on the North-West,

Mr. Latham: Read the motion,

Mr.J. H. SMITI: An engincer is usually
accompanied by an army, and he and his
army look for wore work. Suppose the
eugineer reports favourably on the projeet,
and says he can harness the Gascoyne River
at a cost of £1,000,000 or perhaps £2,000,000.
Then in season and out of season we would
have the member for (Gascoyne advoecating
irrigation right through the North-West.

Mr. Thomson: And rightly so.

Mr, Angelo: I have not mentioned the
(inseoyne River.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: What need is there
for that expenditure when we already have
an abundance of waler to grow anything
under the sun? ’

The Premier: Ts this a battle between the
uorlh and the south?

Mr, J. H. SMITH : There is no hattle
ahout it at all. I merely do not think the
House wounld he justified in carrying the
motion. Perhaps there is a quiet wish on
the part of the member for Gascoyne to be
able to go hack to his electors and say. “This
is my projeet, but the Government of the
day would not agree to scnd an engineer to
mmke investigations as to irrigation.”
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Mr, Angelo: We do not have submarine
wartare in the North.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : T do not know whether
the hon. member has submarine warfare or
nerial warfare in the North. In my opiniom,
his part of the country is greatly favoured.
The North has enormous areas, and there has
never been any lack of sympathetie admin-
istration on the part of sucecessive Govern-
ments. We are told that possibly the wealth
of Woestern Australia is derived from the
North-West. However, we kpow quite
differently, There is no necessity to go out-
side the southern portion of the State if
irrigation is desived. There is ne necessity
whatever to send to the North an expensive
engineer with all his paraphernalia and his
army of gssistants, accompanied by the
eatnels whieh will be needed to eross the
areas befween vivers when they are dry.
People of experience have told wus that
irrigation is an impossibility in the North-
West,

My, Latham: Some people said that about
the settlemeni of the South-West, hut it was
not true.

Mr, J. H, SMITH: There are no freezing
works established at Bunbury, but in f{wo
or three years’ time the Snuth-West will
have the control of the fat lamb export
market, hesides supplving the whole of
Western Australia,

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. J. H. 8MITH: Tt will not be very
long before we have freezing works estab-
lished in Banbury by the present Govern-
meni or some other (Government, and those
works will not be standing idle with £60,000
of the State’s money invested in them.

Mr. Angelo: What has Fremantle had
from the Government?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Fremantle bhas had
Freezing works from the Government. Who
was behind those works? A very partienlar
friend of the hon. member.

Ay, SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. J. H, S8MITH: There is no need for
e to mention names. [n my opinion the
North-West is a huge area offering no pos-
sible chance of intense culture. Irrigation
there is a dream. We all have ideas about
irrigation just as the member for Gaseoyne
has. But it iy & dream which will never be
Eulfilled.

The Premier: It might be a nightmare.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: We cannet compete no
tar as bananas, pineapples, coffee and pea-
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nuts are concerned. Peanuts are very nice
at threepence a bag, but we cannot compete
in them. As for tomatoes, they can no doubt
be grown by irrigation in the North, but I
bave already explained that a full supply
is obtainable from Geraldton without irriga-
tion for eight months of the year.

Mr. Clydesdale: What about the shark in-
dustry?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: There being abund-
ance of water for the sharks in the North-
West, irrigation is not required for that
industry. I believe, as a matter of fact, the
industry has proved a failure at Shark Ray.
Another dream of the member for Gascoyne!
I oppose the motion because I fail to see
that any good can result from it. It repre-
sents a pious aspiration on the part of the
hon. member. It looks so simple that he
thought every member of the House would
say, “Certainly send an engineer to the
North-West, or send 10 or 20 engineers for
the 10 or 20 rivers therc.” The motion
should not be carried, hecause the carrying
of it would commit the Government to send-
ing along those engineers to make investiga-
tions,

Mr, Clydesdale : Let us send explorer
Terry there!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not know that
explorer. T see the memher for Roelourne
{Mr, Teesdale) is taking notes, doubtless
with the intention of tearing my argnuents
to pieces.

Mr. Teesdale: I was merely reading the
Notice Paper.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not feel inclined
to commit the country to any expeunditure
ov a hare-brained scheme such as this.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [7.45]:
After listening to the very interesting
specch by the member for Nelson (Mr. J.
H. Bmith), one wonders whether the North-
West is part of Western Australia, If it is,
then I imagine that these people who are
living in the North will be rather surprised
to think that there is a member of Parlia-
ment who could speak as he has done this
evening, and who could condemn that fertile
portion of this great State.

Mr. J. H. Smith: From the standpoint of
irrigation only!

Hon. (i, Taylor: Yes, be fair!

AMre. THOMSOX: The motion moved by
the inember for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo)
should commend itself to everv member of
the Huonse except, possibly, the member for

[ASSEMBLY.!

Nelson. There is nothing of the pious about
it. The motion represents a very practieal
suggestion and the object is to secure a com-
prehensive policy as the result of the wvisit
of an expert irrigation engineer to the North
and North-West to furnish the Government
with advice as to how the country ean
best be developed.

Hon. W. J. George: Do you not think
it would be a fitting motion to bring before
the next Parliament?

Mr. THOMSON: I commend the mem-
her for Gascoyne for his attitude in hattling
for the North-West in season and out of
season, I adwmit frankly ihat each Govern-
ment with the limited amount of money at
their disposal, have done their best to de-
velop the northern parts of Western Aus-
tralin, Let us draw a cowparison with what
has hech done in other parts. We have heard
a lot about the 3,000 farms scheme. Ex-
pert officers have been sent out and they
have laid down a policy for the develop-
ment of that Jarge area. I commend the Gov-
ernment for their policy in that direefion.
Surely if a scheme ean be propounded from
an irrigation standpoint, and it can be shown
to be practicable to the satisfaction of the
Government and of Parliament, so that in
due conmse the northern paris may be pro-
perly developed, then the time of this Hounse
witl not have heen wasted in discussing the
motion now under econsideration. Some
members of Parlinment and people outside
this Chamber assert that they wouhll not
hand over the North-West to the Federal
Government and they claim that it must be
developed as part and parcel of Westemn
Anstralia. If that is so, surely it is not
asking too much to say that an expert in-
vestigation of the northern areas should be
earried out in order to see what can be done
to develop it. If we are not prepared to
do that, and to see that the North-West has
adequate facilities to enable progress to be
made there, then it ig time we took other
steps. Should an expert decide that it is
not possible to embark upon irrigation
schemes that will result in the deveclopment
of the North-West and the North, then the
member for Gascoyne will have acemn-
plished his object. On the other hand,
should the expert be able to suggest com-
prehensive schemes for the development of
those parts, and show that by the ereetion of
a dam or a weir aeross various rivers we
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cun bring large areas into a condition suil-
able for closer settlement, then we will know
what is ahead of us. At present those areas
are held purely for pastoral purposes.

Mr. J. H. Smith: How long do yon thin%
it will take one man to do all that?

Mr. THOMSOX: I should say it would
not take very long for a practical man, who
is an expert on irrigation, fo give us au
opinion as to whether it will be possible to
carry out an irrigation rcheme in eertain
areas.

Mr, J. H. Smith: He will have to take
levels over miles and milex of country.

Mr. THOMSON: And that is not an ex-
penstve, nor is it a long proeess. T will
support the motion and will go so far as to
say that if the people of the southern parts
of the State will not recognise that the
north is part and parcel of Western
Australia, then the sooner we hand that
part of the State over to the Federal Gov-
ernment for developmnent, the hetter it will
be for the people concerncd. At least we
should give them the opportunity, by means
of their votes, to say whether they are desie-
ous of remaining within the jurisdiciion of
Western Australia, or whether they wounld
prefer to come under the adwministration of
the Federal Government.

MR. SAMPS8ON (Swan) [7.50]: T be-
lieve that the molion will he supported by
the majority of the members of this House.
The appointment of an expert irrigation
engineer to carry out the investigations sug-
wested, has wuch to commend it. From what
the member for Gascoyne {Mer, Angelo) has
{old us, in spite of the fact that there has
heen an increase in the population of the
State as a whole of 30 per cent., that of the
North-West has decreased by 1215 per cent.
during the last 10 years. That in itself i-
sufticiently serious to justify the most eare-
ful consideration heing given to the motion.
Unless we ave prepared to do something
with that great territory, we must expect
other people to attempt to do so. .\s a mat-
ter of fact. the area referred to in the
motion has been reported upon by laymen,
and their information was that it was a
well-watered  country, but that the water
<upplies required conservingz. Under exist-
ing conditions the water flows down the
vivers into the ocean, and econse:ruently the
maoistnre that i~ necessary during the re-
mainder of the yvear, i not available, T
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recail that in about 1915, Sir Hal Colebatci
visited the North-West with an exzpedition,
and he brought back a large number of views
of the country. Those of us who were priv-
ileged to see them leammt, in many instances
for the first time, that the North-West was
a remarkable country with regard to its
many rivers. Sir Hal showed views of the
country by means of lantern slides. I
venture to hope that in conneetion with this
motion relating to the North-West, at least
serious consideration will be given to it.

Mr. Davy: At least let us be honest about
it.
Mr, SAMPSON: The member for Roe-
bourne (Mr. Teesdale) has never ceased to
urge the importance of doing something
for the North-West. That part of the State
should be utilised to its fullest capaeity.
How can we expect suceess to attend the
operations of the League of Nations unless
we utilise the country that we have at our
disposal. We know that other ecountries are
over-populated, and in some it is practieally
impossible to find room for the ever-inereas-
ing population.

Mr, J, H. Swith:
hiack labour?

Houn. G. Taylor: Or Maltese?

Mr. SAMPSON: The population of some
countries is expanding to such an extent
that the retention of so vasi a territory in
an undeveloped state constitutes a serious
menace to the Commonwealth as a whole,
Whether those who have eyes on our terri-
tory be black, vellow or white will make no
differencee if we Tail to utilise the country
we have within our own borders. 1f we do
not vealise if, we must expeet others to en-
deavour to do so. We have adopted a dog-
in-the-inanger attitnde. Speaking from the
standpoint of the Commonwealth generally,
we are comunitted definitely to a White Aus-
tralia policy, and we say that Australia mugt
he populated by white people. That is a fine
ideal, and T hope it will be preserved. How
ean we hope for it to be preserved and for
Australia to be kept white, if we aliow the
great northren parts of the State to remain

Are you suggesting'

unnopulated?
Hon. G. Tavlor: Oh, dear!
Mr. SAMPSON: I know that the hon.

moember haz heard these statements over and
over again. Let him remember that Earl
Roberts snoke on manrv oceasions about im-
pending war.  People said it would never
come, but it came. And who will say that
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the Empire wag prepared when it did come?
Who will say in the not far distant future,
when an attempi has been made by a for-
eign people to seftle in the North-West, that
no warning voice was raised here? Warn-
ing voices have been raised from time to
time, and during the last half eentury they
have been heard in this Chamber. In the
years to come the people of Australia will
marvel because of the long delay and
complete indifference of the people
of Western Australia in respect to
the importance of occupying the nor-
thern portions of the State. We are in-
debted to the member for (ascoyne for
stressing the importance of doing something
in a practieal way to deal with the position.
‘We should approve of a policy for develop-
ing the North and the North-West, and we
should support the Government in any move-
ment that may encourage them to engage
an expert engineer to moke inquiries as to
the suitability of the rivers of the North and
North-West for irrigation and closer seitle-
ment purposes. \When we speak of irvigi-
tion, we refer to work the practicability of
which has been proved in many eountries,
If we go to Egypt we can see the erops
ripening.

The Premier: In the desert.

Mr. SAMPSON: in various stages
throughout the whole year. If we go to the
great apple orchards of Okanagan in
British Columbia, Canada, we can see
that irrigation has made possible apple
growing in extensive areas there. If
we proceed to some parts of the United
States of Ameriea, we can see that the des-
ert has been changed into a eountry that is
flourishing and blossoming like the rose.
In California we find that the fruit pro-
daction depends entirely upon irriga-
tion. We have seen what can be done
there, and we also know what has been
done in our own eouniry. The Mildura dis-
triet was dinge ecountry in earlier days; to-
day it is an area where there is wonderful
productivity and where dried fruits are pro-
duced in larpe quantities, entirely due to
irrigation. Had it not heen for irrigation,
many other settlements along the River Mur-
ray, ineluding Berri, Blanchetown, TRenmark.
Cobdogla, Pvap, Wakerie, Merbein, and
other similar centres of produetion would
bhe uninhabited by settlers and would
still he given over tn the wild dogs.
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The late C. J. De Gariz said that when the
Murray and the Darling Rivers were de-
veloped there would be along those rivers a
settled population of no less than five million
souls. I fully believe in the truth of that
statement.

Mr. J. I, Smith: Is thai a tropical coun-
try?

Mr. SAMPSON: 1t is a sub-tropieal
country. But whether or not it is tropieal
is mot the point. It is a question of the
feasibility of irrigation as a means whereby
production in agriculture is secured. We
know what has been done in Mildura and
those other centres, and we know that that
result has been brought sbout by irrigation.
That heing so, who would dispute that con-
sideration should be given to our own terri-
tory? Why should Western Australia he
the Cinderella of enterprise? Why should
we always sit back? Are we waiting for
another son of Western Australia to arise
and say, “The North-West shall be devel-
oped.” I hope the Premier will not only
assist in carrying this motion but——o

The Premier: I will not assist if this goes
on much longer.

Mr. SAMPSON: We look to the Premier
to see that a real effort is made fo aseertain
the true position in respect of the North-
West and set out to remedy it. The seien-
tific watering of portion of that area would
bring untold wealth to Western Australia
and justify the expenditure of every effort.
Tt has been suggested that the appointment
of an irrigation engineer wonld involve the
expenditure of a good deal of money. I
not agree with that. But even if it did, the
issues are so great, the importance is =0
manifest, that no effort shounld be lost. T
look to the Minister for Agrienlture. It is
a matter that shomld be very close to his
heart. Anvbody ocenpying the position nf
Minister must feel that on him to a large
extent rests the responsibility for the con-
tinned non-use of this territory.

The Premier: Are yon stone-walling? We
are nearing the end of the session.

Mr. SAMPSON: I understood the Pre-
mier was anxions to hear this statement. T
acknowledee there is a tendeney here !o
do too mueh talking, and perhaps in respect
of the non-develonment of the North-West
too mueh has been said and too litt'e donc.
The memhe= for Gazecovne stressed the heef
shortame. T had the privilege of veferring



(19 DecemsER, 1928.]

to this subject s few weeks ago, following
on my visit to London. Members were good
enough to listen attentively to what I had
to say on that occasion, so I will not repeat
myself. But in the latest copy to hand or
the monthly bulletin issned by the Depart-
ment of Agrieulture, Sucramento, California,
appears this statement—

Since 1925, there has been a consistent de-
cline in the number of caitle raised in the
United States. The 1928 report shows
55,696,000 head, or 13.8 per cent. less than in
1925, The period immediately after the war,
1920-1925, showed a decided increase over the
cattle production of 1909-1913, The present
high prices of beef are chicfly due to the de-
cline in production. The consumption of heef
has also Iowered. During 1925 and 1926 it
rose somewhat but remained below pre-war
figures,

That statement alone iz sufficient to justity
considering the utilisation of that portion
of the North-West from a commercial stand-
point. Catile are needed, and the North-
West is ideal country for the production of
cattle, provided the necessary water supplies
are available. The position ealls for definite
treatment. While individual efforts to de
velop the North-West have heen made, and
while the men who have grown up in the
North-West are strong, healthy virilc men
the progress generally has been far from
satisfagtory. That is shown by the diminish-
ing figures of population. Queensland ha:
made progress with her northern country,
but unfortunately that cannot be said of om
North. The Department of Public Health
could materially assist in overeoming the
disabilities of climate. Plenty of destructive
eriticism has been advanced, but the onmix
way in which we can ascertain the real posi-
tion iz by having an examination made of
the country by an expert irrigation engineer.

Hon. G. Taylor: Why stonewall the thing?

Mr. SAMPSON: Realising the area of
the North that would be well watered if
water were conserved by modern irrigation
princinles, the rich Kimberley country which
still remains unused, and remembering that
the tropical territory of Australia exereds
one-third of the eontinent, T must sav that
for that and rarious other reasons I hope
the motion will be earried. TUnfortunately
we are not enfejently well acouainted wiili
our own countrv, and the memher for Gas-
covne is deserving of our thanks for having
directed ottention to the importanee of hav-
ing an examination made. T hope that noi
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only will the motion be carried, but {hat the
request contained therein will be put inz
effect.

MR. TEESDALE (Roebourne) [8.8]: 1
am sorry the vaudeville variety show by the
member for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith) has
taken up so much of the time of the House
to-night. He has made a long speeeh aboul
very little. He admitted that he has never
been to the North, that he knows nothing
whatever about it. His opinions have been
gained from people met in pubs and cluby
and trams and trains. He hag attacked the
men born in the North and reared in the
North, and he bad the effrontery to aceusc
me of knowing nothing about it. T eannot
think of any exceuse for the member for Nel-
son, except that something he had for dinner
has disagreed with him. I will support the
member for Gaseoyne (Mr. Angelo). I con-
pliment him upon the way in which he pnt
his case to the House. When everybody is
finished jeering, when the Premier hasy
finished saying that he is geiting pretty
tired, I am still going to break a lance fue
the North. With all due respect to the
Premier, 1 ask him to give me 2 few more
minutes,

The Premicr: Yon are the only one who
knows anything abont the question.

Myr. TEESDALE: The memher for Pil.
bara (Mr. Lamond) gave his experiences,
very ably too, regarding the settling of smali
sheepgrowers. He made ont a very gonml
case, and it would be well if the Government
locked into a few of the facts he has giver.
Having the permission of the member Ffor
Kimberley (Mr. Coverley), I shall deal
brieflvy with East Kimberley, knowing {hat
T am on safe ground there and that the.
stricture: passed hy the member for Nelson
in recard to the water sapplies eould have
no relation to East Kimberlev, where we
have humge rivers ronnine 40 feet high in
the wet season. There we have a regulav
season that ean he depended upon as Su -
day following Saturdny. We know that the
conntry there has some splendid soil and
that there are Invme tracts of . We haq
the evperience of the Inst survey partv thot
went un there. Here T michi eall attention
to the praverhial modesty of the Leader of
the Onmn ition in omitting fo mention the
Faet that dvrine his last term of offien h.
was instrnmental in sending up that pariv
to rlassifv the esnntry known as Elephert
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Hill, That is a wonderful country. I oniy
wish it were in my clectorate.

Hon. G. Taylor: What else do you want?

Mr. TRESDALE: Any remarks by the
member for Mount Margaret wiil be dealt
with hip and thigh, for I have only a few
minutes left. [ should very mueh like to
have that Elephant Hill country in my elec-
torate. In my own district I am not too
popular when advocating anything in the
shape of tropical agriculture. I do not
know that the water there is sufficiently
relinble to justify it. As to this Elephant
Hill country, Mr. Angwin, the present
Agent-General, very eapably took up the
work where my echief left it, and went to
a lot of trouble in having that country pro-
perly classified. We have a splendid area
there, but unfortunately no subsequent at-
tempt has been made to settle it. I recognise
the difficulty of getting the attention of the
young Australians that were to replace the
pioneers lately sneered at by a University
professor, who made a jibe of them. If that
professor is half as good a man as those
old chaps were at 60 and 70 years of age,
he will be a very good sort of citizen. But
for him to talk about the pioneers that
went up there, and the three months they
spent on the trip in a little sehooner with
their wives and families, their cattle and
household goods is sheer nonsenge. They were
marooned for months at a time. Those men
went through condensged hell. T have known
them carry their ewes ashore in their arms,
the animals too weak to stand on their feet,
and have their boys feed them with eut grass,
trying to get a little strength back into
them. Yet this professor, this Unijversity
magnate, jeers at those men. I have known
those pioneers and their wives, known them
of my own knowledge: not like the member
for Nelaon, who has to depend on what he
kears in some pub or club. Those men have
been withont flour for months, and their
wives and kiddies have heen living on pol-
lard that the member for Nelson feeds his
ducks with. Those men have been for long
periods withont tohaeco, and have had to
be content with smokine tea and charred
moleskin. Those are the men who made the
North, Fine men they were, and fine men
their suceessors have remained. It is a big
thing for the pnb tha* has the patronage
of the North-Westerners and others who
meet there to talk ahout the great Sounth-
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West. 1 am not blaming any Government
for these happenings, but I am blaming
Parliament for the adoption of a deg in
the manger policy. Parliament has said,
“We can do nothing, and will not allow any-
one clse the right to try.”’ If we have not
the money, for God’s sake let us borrow it
trom the Federa! Govenrment. Of course
the Government will not give the Federal
anthorities the lower North, where all the
big rentals are. The lower North is care-
fully exeluded. They say. “We are quite
content to entertain an offer for the east
and west Kimberleys, for that is a little in-
accessible, and the rents are low.” If they
would only do that, I should be satisfied.
The Flephant Hill country is one of the
finest tracts ever discovered in the State.
The report of the party that was in charge
of Mr. Drake-Brockman was a splendid one
and very exhaustive. There is no doubt
that this party came across some unique
positions. At one place there was a deep
water creek running for two miles. Where-
ever they sunk they were able to get water
at three or four feet. There is a splendid
deep water frontage in Cambridge Gulf
where steamers can lie within a stone’s
throw of the shore and take on goods. They
are also within two hours’ steam of the
Wyndham Meatworks where the stoek could
be taken. I am in favonr of pig breeding
in that district. T do advocate a few lines,
and peanuts is not one of them. T want
something that can be grown readily with
white labour, We can grow maize, tobacen
and breed thousands of pigs cheaper than
can be done anywhere else in the State.
With 25 acres of sweet potatoes and maize
there would be no need to purchase an ounce
of tucker from the south. These paddocks
could be brought under eultivation at very
Yttle expense. 1 am sare with a little en-
couragement many of the employees of the
Wyrndham Meat Works would keep their
families up there instead of coming to Perth
and waiting here until the next season com-
menced. These men conld readily embark
upon the pig-raising industry. They counld
mot  the country cheaply, and it
would be readily accessible. There is noth-
ine ardous ahont the life up there, and the
task is within the ability ef anv ordinary
man. If we ean only get a settlement up
there to tesin with, some egood will have
heen done. Tf we eannot dn this onrselves,
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we should give publicity to the watter by
supporting the motion. The wmember for
Nelson roars and jeers at the idea of an
engineer going up there at a cost of millions.
He knows nothing about either the duties or
the pay of an engineer.

Mr, J. Ti. Swith: Would he not need a
staffy

Mr. TEESDALE: Two or three reputable
men would not cost a great deal. If they
made a report it would draw more attention
to the North-West if circulated in London
than all the speeches made in this House.
This is not much to ask of any Government.
tlach Government has done something for
the North. After T had 35 interviews with
him, the Leader of the Opposition gave me
a jetty, which wes a very successful under-
taking. The present Premier also guaran-
teed that we should have another jetty in
one of the old districts.

The Premier: I remember being inter-
viewed both in Melbourne and Sydney.

Mr. TEESDALE: T chased the Premier
to Sydney, and got this promise of a jetty.
1t wil! put fresh heart into my eleectors, and
will greatly solidify my position at the next
eleetions.

The Premier: That was the idea in prom-
ising a jetty.

Mr. TEESDALE: The engineer in charge
of the party T have spoken of reported to
the effect that irvigation was an essential aid
to any inerease in population and produe-
tion in the North. Population is the one
thing that the North needs. The request
that has been made is a reasonahle one. I
do not ask that it should he carried out next
week or next month. The Government might
even appoint one or more of our own en-
gineers. All they would be required to do
would be to gauge the rivers, determine the
amount of water available, classify the river
basins, and note the areas suitable for irriga-
tion. The work wonld not take many months
to carry out. We do not want the 20 rivers
visited, and would he glad that the engineers
should confine their attention tn the Gas-
coyne and Kimberley Rivers. The Gascovne
has never had a chance. Only one or two
small experiments have bheen made there.
We have heard mouthed with great wnction
statements eaviline at nearlv €10.000 hav-
ing been spent in eotton growing. That sum
mieht as well have been thrown into the
sea for all the chance it had of bearing fruit.
T knaw the elass of man who went up there.
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Many of them should never have left their
motbers. Other countries that do not possess
one-fourth of the advantages this does have
progressed wonderfully, Afriea not long
ago was spoken of as a dark centinent, sug-
gestive of swamps, malaria, and other evils
of the kind. A wonderful transformation
has been effected there by means of capital.
Within the near future there witl be an All-
British built railway connecting the Soudan
with Rhodesin, 5,000 miles in length. That
is a wonderful transformation to effect. It
is not long since we read of the extraordin-
ary dangers and vicissitudes of travellers in
Africa., There are now thousands of miles
of railway conneecting the coastal towns. The
development that has ceenrred in Kenya
colony and Tanganyika is wonderful. Rail-
ways extend from the coast to the ianland
towns, and the country is now peopled with
white settlers. There are also 25,000 miles of
motor roads. constrieted.

Mr. Angelo: And they are running
30,600,000 sheep there. :

Mr. TEESDALE: We want a chartered
company in the North with unlimited cap-
ital. ‘We must have poblicity. The scheme
should be backed up by experienced men of
good standing. If we authorise Mr: Angwin,
the Agent General, to cireularise this infor-
mation, T will guarantee that he will do it.
No one was keener on the settlement of the
Flephant Hill project or was more earnest
in getting the blocks classified and surveyed
than he was. If he had stayed a little longer
T would have had a great deal of assistance
from him. 1 wish now to refer to the won-
derful development at Beadon, which is one
of the most extranrdinary oceurrences that
has ever taken place in the State. A fow
vears ago the place was mnpopnlated. Be-
tween June, 1923, and June, 192%, 39,000
~heep were shipped away from that place.
Mast of these wonld otherwise have
died in their paddocks heeause of ile
drought. Prior to this it ecost 43 a
head to lighter the sheep out to +#r
ships and another 5s. for freight, wpon
wethers the owners of whiell would have heen
glad to aceept 5+. for them in the paddacks,
We alzo shipped nearty 40,000 bales of ool
at 2 eost of 1s. a hale instend of the old
priee of 535, T hone members will hear these
tllncirations in mind. This jetty has meant
the savinz of a considerable sum of mnnew
to the pastoralists, and they in turn spend
a goad deal of their eapital in the south.
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When they are broken down in health and
can no longer stand the stress of the sum-
ners, they come south and buy homes in the
metropolitan area and invest their money
in other ways. Ii now eosts 1d. a head to
ship the sheep instead of 4s. by means of a
lighter. In nine eases out of ten 20 per cent.
of the sheep were smothered hefore they
reached the vessel, and packed like herrings
they were sent out with ropes round their
necks, What fine mutton they became! 1
have copious notes but the Premier has heen
very good in ailowing private motions and
Bills to be discussed, and 1 appreciate bhis
action. T know also that the memher for
Clavemont has a little contribution to make
and therefore will not do him in the eye if
I can help it.

MPR. LATHAM (Vork) (8.31] : I sup-
port the motion moved by the member for
Gascoyne if for no other reason that it will
help us to enter into competition with
Argentine. Something should ecertainly he
done in the way of irrigation and all that
the hon. member asks is that the Premier
should appeint an engineer, whose reputa-
tion is above reproach, to go to the North
and report upon the possibility of irrigation
in that part of the State. There is no doubt
about it that irrigation has helped the
Argentine to conquer the English market so
far aa beef is concerned, and the only chance

we have of entering into eompetition with.

that eountry is to desl with our North in the
manner that the Argentine dealt with their
areas.

Hon. G. Taylor: Is Argentine irrigated?

Mr. LATHAM: A lot of it is. It is not
irrigated from rivers, but from bores and
wells. Whilst I was in London I met a
South Australian who was representing an
Argentine company in London, and he told
me he thought we should he able to improve
our North-West seeing that our stock were
continually kept well fed with green feed.
Recently T read that the Migration and
Development Commission proposed to spend

something like three millions in New South’

Wales in damming the Lachlan River. The
country there is practically an arid region,
as you, Mr. Speaker, are no doubt aware.
If money can he made available throngh the
Migration Cecmmission for that pnrpase,
surely we should he able lo get something
also to investigate the possibilities of irriga-
tion in our North. I believe it will be more

[ASSEMBLY.]

profitable to spend woney in the north of
this State than in that part of New South
Wales that I refer to. T have no desire that
anything shonld be taken from New South
Wales, but I consider we too shonld get our
share for irrigation purposes. I often think
that the northern people must regard the
southern people of Western Australia as
always veady to rvender lip service year
after vear, and not go hevond that. W'
carry pious resolutions in this House and
that seems to be the hest we ean do. Unless
we do something to encourage population to
go to the North, our safety must be im-
pertlled. I have much pleasure in support-
ing the motion moved by the member for
Gascoyne, and I hope effeet will he given to
it as early as possible. Verbaps the Premier
might be able to persuade the Common-
wealth Govermment to advance us some
motiey under the migration agreement for
the purpase suggested in the motion.

QQuestion put and passed.

BILL—TOWN PLANNING AND
DEVELOFPMENT.

Couneil’'s Amendments.

Bill returned from the Couneil with a
sehedule of four amendments which were
now considered.

1n Committee.

Alr. Angelo in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in eharge of the Bill.

Xo. 1--Clanse 21, Subelause (1).—~Strike
ont the word “lease” in line nineteen.

No. 2—Clause 24 —Strike out the words
“eompetent authority’’ in line thirty-six, and
insert “board.”

No. 3—Clause 25, Subelause (1).—Strike
out the word “lease” in line three.

On motion by Minister for Works the
foregoing amendments were agreed to.

No. 4.-~Insert new clause to stand as
Clause thirty-three, as follows:—

**33. Suhject to the regulations made Ly
the Minister under the preceding provisions
of this Act, the Governor may make snuch fur-
ther r-gulations as are necessary to give effect
to this Aet.?’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This is
the usual clause dealing with regulations.
I move—

That the amendment ke agreed to.
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Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: A little
while ago the Minister said that another
place could not do anything right and now
he accepts an amendment like this. It is
s double-barrelled amendment. The Min-
ister shonld not have power to make regula-
tions. Apparently the Minister may do as
he pleases and ultimately at the request of
the Minister the Governor may also make
regulatious. It is ridienlous and the amend-
ment onght to be resisted. The Minister
seems to have been tamed by the Upper
House.

The Minister for Works:
trying to sool me on.

The Y'remier: Even the bravest soldier
rets weary of Hghting.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Ap-
parently the Minister has gained a little
experience and from now on we shall ex-
pect him to improve. If the Minister say=
we should accept the amendment I shall not
object.

Hon. &. TAYLOR: I am sorry the Min-
ister has so readily accepted the amendment
of another place.

The Minister for Works: What is this, a
eonspiracy?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: We know that the
Governor will not aitempt to make regula-
tions in any circumstances; it is not part
of his function. The Minister will satisfy
Cabinet that regulations are needed, and
they will be framed and submitted to Ex-
ecutive Council for the Governor’s signa-
ture. One would think the new clause had
heen drafted by an expert clown in ap
American show, and ¥ am surprised at the
Minister accepting it.

[ think you are

Question put and passed.

Resolutions reported, the rveport adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

BILL—ROAD CLOSURE (No. 3).
41l Stages.

Introduced by the Minister for Agricul-
ture and read a first time.

Serond Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. H. Millington—Leederville) [8.47]
in movinz the sceond reading said: The
Perth City Couneil have embarked on a very
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ambitious development scheme in respect of
their endowment lands sitmated between
the western boundary of the ecity and City
Beach. There has been a road through the
pieturesque country to the beach for u
number of years, and the City Council have
now construeted a return road which will
make a cireular drive.

The Premier: I do not think +e shounld
agvee Lo this Bill until the council c¢hange
that foreign name of boulevard.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They are now engaged on a subdivision for
a model seaside resort near the City Beach.
The road to the proposed townsite is con-
structed on approved town-planning lines,
but the road proposed to be closed inter-
feres with the suhdivision. No regard has
been paid to the contour of the country,
which consists of sandhills, some of them
drifting sandhiils, and it is necessary to close
the road and vest it in the City Council so
that they will have the same control over the
road as they have over the endowment lands.
When that is done and the subdivision is
completed, they will survey n Toad to take
the place of the closed road.

Hon. G. Taylor: They will declare a road
equal to this one?

The MINISTER ¥OR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. The plan has already been drafte:l,
but the council eaunot interfere with an
existing road. The departmental officers
have examined the proposal and they have
no objeetion to it. The measure will not
have effect until proclaimed, and it will not
be proclaimed until the deviation of th,
present road has been declared. The couneil
cannot complete the smbdivision until they
know whether the road will be closed and
vested in them, lmt they must complete {heis
part of the contract before the measure ix
proelaimed. The City Couneil are entitled
to wome encouragement for the excellent
work they have earried out, and the passing
of the Bill will assist them in their develop-
ment of the endowment lands. T move—

That the Bill he now read a sccond fime.
Question put and passed,

Bill read a seeond time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed throngh Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.
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Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

MOTION—FREMANTLE HARBOUR
TRUST.

To Disallow Regulation.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [856]:
1 crave the permission of the House to move
that a certain regulatien laid on the Table
of the House be disallowed.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure ot
the House that the hon. member be per-
mitted to proceed?

Leave granted.

Mr. THOMSON: I thank the House for
granting the opportunity. I move—

That tho regulation made by the Fremantle
Harbour Trust relating to wheat for export,
published in the ‘‘Government Gazette’' on
the 14th December and laid on the Table of
the House this day be and is hereby dis-
allowed.

The regulation will have a very serious
effect on the wheat industry of the Stale.
In view of the fact that ihe Fremantle Har-
bour Trust showed a profit of £133,000 last
year, and that the price of wheat is falling,
it is not wise that any further impost shouia
be placed upon the handling of wheat al
Fremantle. The old charge was 2.275d. per
bag and it is to be increased to 2.775d., an
increase of 14d. per bag. The charge per
ton worked out at 2s. 3.982d. and it is fo e
increased to 2s. 10.132d., or an inerease of
6.15d. per ton, equal to 22 per cent. For
taking the wheat from ¢runcks alongsid:
steamers and putling it into sbips’ slingr
the old charge was .75d. per bag and 9.225d.
per ton, whereas the new charge is 1.125d.
per bag and 1s. 1.837d. per ton, or an :n-
crease of .375d. per bag and 4.612d. per tor,
an inerease of 50 per ¢ent. The handling
charge at Bunbury where the shippers are
permitted to handle the wheat is .66d. per
bag, or ¥4d. bhelow the Fremantle charge.
The charge at Bunbury is 534d. per ton
below the Fremantle charge. The percent-
age of Bunbury charges below those of Fre
mantle is 41. The old charge for the ue
of the gantry wa=s 5s. per hour. The pro-
posed new charge is 15s. per hour, or 10s.
per honr increase. Suppose one were load-
ing flour, the charge for the gantry wonld
be 11=. and if the gantrv were not wsed the
charee would be 15s. The use of the mn-
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chinery means a charge of 1ls, and not to
use the machinery means a charge of 15s.
‘ine whole of the increased charges must he
Paid by the shippers, and not by the ship
owners. The increases mean a penalty to he
borne by the wheat-growers. It is estimatrd
that the net loss to the growers in the Fre
mantle zone will he £11,200, or a little more
than an eighth of a penny per bushel. We
have no c¢oin under a farthing, and it will
mean that immediately the regulation comes
inte force, buyers of wheat throughon!
Western Australia will reduce the price to
the farmers by Vid. per bushel. That is a
serious loss. It is also to be pointed mn
that regulation No. 2, which increases tha
previous charge of 31d. to 11%4d. is regarded
as an jmposition. Affer fwo years’ negotia-
tions between the shippers and the ship-
owners, the shipowners agreed to mcef the
shippers by bearing half the cost of de-
livering wheat from trucks to ship’s sling.
If the regulation is not disallowed, the
whole of the fruits from these proiractes]
negotiations will go to the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust, instead of benefiting the farm-
ing community. TLast year the Fremant'e
Harbour Trust paid into Consolidated Rev-
enue, after providing for all legitimate
charges such as interest, sinking fund and
working expenses, no less a sum thap
£133,000, Tf the regulation is not dis-
allowed, what is reallv an export tax will
he placed upon the primary producers of
Western Austvalia. Tt may be argued thal
wheat handling does not pay the Harbowr
Trust. All T ean sav is that if it does not
pay the trust, the shippers will be only toe
pleased to earrvy on the handling of whest
in the port of Fremantle at the old rates.
They will then show a substantial profit.
It is interesting to note that port dues total-
ling £16,000 were paid by ships loading full
cargoes of wheat during the past 12 months
The amount makes no allowance for ships
which loaded parcels of wheat. The obvions
intention of the Government ig expressed in
the Fremantle Harbour Trust Amendment
Aet, No. 35 of 1906, as follows:—

It in the oninion of the Governor the Com-
missioners sha'l not, in any vear, have colleeted
and reecived from dues. eharges, rents. anil
other snurres of revenne sufficient. or shall in
anv vear have eollected and received as afore-
saidl mare than suffeient. tn rravide for the
lawfnl exnenditure of the Cammisginners. in-
cludine interest and contribatinn to the sgink-
ing fund. in resrect of the value of the pro-
perty vested in and eharged againat them under
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Sections 36 und o7, or if sor any vther reason
the Governor thinks fit s0 to do, the Governor
may revise the harbour dues, harbour improve-
ment rates, whartage charges, und other dues,
tolls, rates, fees and charges preseribed by the
regulations under this Aer, and it shatl be the
duty of the Commissioners to impose and col-
leet suelt dues and charges in aceordunce with
~uch ruvision wntil the Governor shall otherwise
urder.

Auvone reading that provision will readiiy
agree that it was only intended the Harbovr
Trust should pay their way: and they are
doing more than that. I hope, therefore,
that the House will agree to disallow the
regulation, which will impose a serious bur-
den on the farming comnunity. The charge:
will only apply to the port of Fremantie
but private buyers will be compelled to
offer a farthing less per bushel for all the
wheat produced in Western Australia.
appeal to the Government {o apree to the
disallowance of the regulation, which is
most inopportnne.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [9.10]: A considerable som of
woney is anmally paid into Consolidated
Hevenwe from the TFremantle Harbour
Trust, and that is quite enough. I do not
think we ounght to make a public utility a
tax-gathering concern. 1f public utilities
return a little elesr profit, it is all we
can expeet. The charges imposed upon the
wheat growers are a serious matter. No
section of the community is taxed more
heavily than they are. T am indeed sorty
that the regulation has been brounght down
at the last minafe. It is impossible for me
to work out to-night what the increases will
amount to, but the sum will be considerable
when applied to the export of wheat. This
vear I hope we shall send away not less than
26,000,000 bushels. Ordinarily we should
<end away fer more than that. Even a
fraction of a penny applied to each bushel
of such a quantity amounts to a large sum.
There is no reason why the wheat-growers
should be penalised time and again. Already
this week we have passed a measure which
will add to the cost of wheat production
fairly econsiderably, without deing anyone
mwuch good. There is no reason at all why
we shonld inerease the hurden upon wheat,
as here propoced, since the port charges are
more than sufficient—last vear they were
more than sufficient by £130,000—to meet
all outgoings, inelnding interest. We must
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average things. We cannoi say that each
line of produce shall yield enough revenue
to meet all Harbour Trust expenses. 1t is
the wheatgrower who is responsible for the
importation of wost of the goods that pay
charges (o the Harbour Trust. Were it not
for the expuort of wheat, we should not be
imtporting nearly as much as we are. This
vear | hope we shall send away some mil-
lions of pounds’ worth of wheat, and every
pound that the wheat brings will be repre-
sented by goods, which will eome almost
wholly threugh the port of Fremantle.
Mr. Sleeman: Could not that argoment
be applied to other exports, such as tim-
her?
Hon,
{ainly.
My, A. Wanshrough: And to otheyr porta?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, but
the chavges ar other ports would not be so
areat. 1 object to charges on the primary
producers being increased anywhere, and
particularly in a case where there is no
need to impose an additional burden, ex-
vept by way of increasing the eolleetion of
revenne. The Harbour Trust did not want
the increase.

Mr. Thomson: T do not think the Treus-
ury wanted it either.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Then the
Government should not have permitted these
regulations.

Hon. G. Taylor:
throngh.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No; they
were seriously considered. Possibly some-
one said to the Minister, “Here is £16,000
more vevenue for vou,” and the Minister
said, “Put it on to the farmer.”’

The Premier; In such a ease I would
say, “No: the farmer has had enough put
ot to him,”’

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Then the
Premier will agree to the disallowance of
these repulations.

The Premier:
ter.

Hon. Sir JAMES YITCHELL: Tt is too
late to oive much eonsideration to anvthing.
Thes~ reenlptions mean €16.000 to the far-
mer. and possibly more. We do not know
that the wheat buvers will conc<ider the
exfra charee a  farthine, which eannot

Kir JAMES MITCHELL: Cer-

They way have slipped

I will eonsider the mat-
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be split when buying by the bushel. I hope
members representing Fremantle will re-
cognise that their port is disadvaniaged by
these regulations. I hope those hon. mem-
bers will be true to the electors who sent
them here, and that they will protest stoutly
against such a regnlation. We want to do
what is just and right, and the law of this
country does not contemplate that the Fre-
mantle Harbour shall be used merely to
gather in taxes. The conveniences of the
port have been paid for by those who use
them, and when those charges are met, the
Government should cry a halt. The Leader
of the Country Party was perfectly right
in introducing the motion. The additional
cost involved will he fairly considerable. The
various increased charges represent a large
impost, and I hope the Premier will agree
that be has secured enough already and
that these additional charges should not be
imposed upon people who are paying far
too much already. I refer to the farmers
who have had to shoulder the burdens. 1T
support the motion moved by the member
for Katanning and hope that the regulation
will be disallowed.

MR. C. P. WANSBROUGH (Beverley)
{9.16]: I support the motion. It comes in
me as a surprise to know what has prompted
this move. The Leader of the Opposttion
has pointed out that it probably represents
a loss to the farming community of abont
£16,000. Certainly there will be a loss to
the poel of at least £€11,200. Coming on
top of the demurrage charges that the farm-
2r: had to pay last vear throuzh no fault of,
their own, and bearing in mind that the
profits shown by the Fremantle Harhour
Trust Iest year amonnted to £130,000, I am
at a loss to understand why this additional
impost shonld be placed upon the farmers.
I hope the House will snpport the motion
for the disallowance of the regularions,

On motion by Mr. Sleeman, debate ad-
jonrned.

BILL—POOR PERSONS LEGAL
ASSISTANCE.

Council’s Amendments.

Bill returned from the Council with a
schedunle of 11 amendments which were now
considered :

[ASSEMBLY.]

In Committee.

Mr. Angelo in the Chair; the Minister
for Justice in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 2—-Insert hefore the in-
terpretation of *Minister” the following
words :—* ‘Committee’ shall mean a com-
mittee of the Law Socicty of Western Aus-
tralia.”

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: There
is no objection to the amendment becaunse
we propose to co-operate with the Law
Sueciety, and the amendment erely provides
for an interpretation to eover the commit-
tee of the Law BSodety, should we seeure
their vo-operation. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed: the Coumeil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 2—Insert after “and” in
line 17, the words *it such poor person is
married then Le or she and his or her wife
or husband, as the case may be, are not
together worth the said sum of £50 and that
such poor person.”

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: This
means that if a man should declare himself
to be a poor person and his wife bave con-
siderable assets, the latter fact musi he taken
into consideration when the qualifications of
the man to receive assistance under the Bill
are taken into aceount. Tn some instances
the wife may have considerable means, al-
though to all outward appearances the man
may have qualifications entitling him to the
henefits of the legislation.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: But he may he
separated from his wife.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Bul
in the vast majority of instances their rela-
tions would be those that normally exist
between man and wife. While there is a
point to be eonsidered should the busband
and wife be separated. T do not think it is
of sufficient importanee to warrant disagree-
ing from the Council’s amendment and per-
haps going to a conference. T move—

That the amendment he agreed to.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: As the Minister has
pointed out, there may be virtues in regard
to the amendment, but there may be many

instances in whieh the parties may be separ-
ated and that will lead to diffieulijes.
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
hon. member will notice that in the latter
portion of the definition of “Poor Person,”
88 it appears in the Bill, the position he
refers to is covered.

Hon. G. aylor: That is all right.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to,

No. 3. Clause 2—Insert at the end the
following :—* ‘Society’ shall mean the Law
Society of Westein Australia.”

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

Yo. 4. Clause 3—Tusert after “Gover-
nor” in line 4 the words “may appoint the
Law Society of Western Australia or a com-
mittee of the society (if willing to act),
such committee to be approved by the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court of Western
Australia for the purpose of carrying out
all or any objects or purposes of this Act
and failing such sotiety or eommittee being
willing to aet the Governor.”

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I pro-
pose to agree to the amendment. When the
Bill was first placed before hon. members,
it was suggesited that we should co-operate
with the Law Society of Wesfern Australia,
and confer upon themm certain powers to
enable that to be done. We could not leg-
jslate specifically in that direction because
we had not negotiated with the Law Society.
The amendment will make it optional, so
that if we can enter into an agreement with
the committee of thal organisation, the
necessary powers will be contained in the
Bill. If no arrangement ean be arrived at,
tiien the Governor will be able to appoint
a publie solicitor.

That the amendment he agreed to.

Mr. Davy: This merely makes more oh-
vious what it was already obvious you could
do without it.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes.

Question put and passed: the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 5. Clause 3, Subclause 2—Tnsert afier

sy pplication,” in line 24, the words “to the
enciety or committee and failing them.”
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No. 6. Clause 5, Subelause (3)—Ilnsert
at the beginning the words “society or
committee or.”

No. 7. Clause 3, Subelause 4—Insert
after "“the,” at the end of line 38, the words
“society or committee or.”

No. 8. Clause 7, Subclause 2—Insert after
“the,” in line 37 the words “society or com-
mittee if acting hereunder or to the” De-
tete “he is” in line 39.

No. 9. Clause 7, Subeclause 2—Delete the
words “he shall lodge,” in line 42, and in-
sert the words “there shall be lodged.”

On miotions by the Minister for Justice,
the foregoing amendments were agreed to.

No. 10. Insert the following new clause
to stand as Clause 12:—

12, Bhould the public solicitor or praeti-
tioner acting for a poor person disecover at any
time that the poor person or the wife or hus-
band, as the case may be, of the poor person
is possessed of means beyond £50 he shall at
once rcport the maiter to the Minister, who
may withdraw and cancel any leave given to
proceed under this Act and take such aetion
theron as he may think proper.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: This
means that if the solicitor appointed to ap-
pear for a poor person discovers in the
eourse of his investigations that bis client
iz worth more money than he had repre-
sented himself to be, the solicitor shall eom-
munieate with the Minister, who may with-
draw the assistanee. The solicitor wounld
have done the same without this new clause.
Still, T move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 11. Insert the following new elause :—-

{1.) Execept as herein provided ne public
solicitor or practitioner shall solicit, take, or
agree to take or seek to obtain any payment,
fee, profit, or reward for the conducting of
proceedings or any eXpenses in connection
therewith or make or attempt to make any
arrangement or agreement to share in the pro-
ceeds of any judgment or moneys or property
which may be obtained or recovered oo behalf
of any poor persom, and any soliciter or prae-
tittoner 8o doing shall be liable at the suit of
Minister to repay or vedeliver the =same to the
Minister on demnnd, and also to pay by way
of penalty sach sum ag the Minister may in hig
anle dizeretion demand or fix wp tn double the
amount of the payment, fee. profit, or rewnrd,
moneys or property received by sueh solicitor
or practitioper, amd the name of every such
person will he removed from the said list re-
ferred to in section four thereof.
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{2.) If any payment, fee, profit, reward,
money or property shall be made, given, paid,
delivered or promised all right or leave given
to any poor person to proceed or to receive
legal aesistance under this Aet shall he caun-
celled and withdrawn, and such poor peraon
ghall not again be entitled to reeeive legal
assistanes under this Act in any proceedings
which may he brought or imstituted by or
against him save by leave of the Ministeri

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: This,
of course, came from {he other Chamber. I
do not know where the mover of these
amendments got the whole thing from. I
do not see very much in thisx new clause, ex-
cept the faet that the solicitor who is ap-
pointed eannot make any arrangements in
regard to costs. e is suppased to take the
case eratuitously and, under this, if he is
found making a profit ont of it the Minister
can fine him.

AMr. Davy: The Minister is not the person
to fine him.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Any-
how, the situation is never likely to arise,
so there can be no grave objection to the
thing.

Mr. Davy: But it is absurd. Another plaec
eannot persist in this.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I doubt
if it is worth conferring about or risking
the Bill over. The ease ean never happen.
Some people seem to think that if a Bill
goes through another place without being
amended, members there are not doing their
duty. T have no very strong opinion about
this amendment, but in deference to the opin-
ion of the House, as expressed by one or
two interjections, T move—

That the amendment bhe not apreed to,

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and on motion by the Minister for Justiec
a committee consisting of Mr. Davy, the
Hon. G. Tavlor and the mover drew np re-
sons for not agreeing to amendment No, 11,

Reasons adopted, and a message accord-
ingly retvrned to the Couneil.

MOTION—DILLON CASE.
To inquire by Royal Commission,
MR. NORTH [945): T
move—

That in the opinion of this ITeuse a Royal
Commission should he arpointed to inquire
into the ease of the Crown v. Mra, V, (.
Dillon.

{Claremont)

[ASSEMBLY.]

Some weeks ago, when this motion was on
the Notice Paper, the Minister for Justice
stated in a speech that the liberty of the sub-
Jeet was as vital as the health of the subject.
These words are very true and apply to the
case I am now dealing with, Particulars of
this trouble were published in the local
Press. The matter came before me by way
of a letter from the Mayor of Cottesloe, Mr.
Bryan, who on the 17th November wrote to
me as follows:—

During the past month I have been waited
npon by a Mr. Dillon—a resident of Broome-
street, North Cottesloe, who lives within 1oy
yards of my home—several times relative to
what he maimmtains was 2 malicious persecution
and prosecution of his wife by some of the
neighbours, aided, he avers. by the detectives
and police; and claiming from me, in my
official capacity, somc protection from what he
considered a grave inspired conspiracy, caleu-
lated to defame hig wife and ineidentally to
finaneinlly, mentally and morally cripple his
futer> prospects and those of his children in
thia State. From time to time letters were
received by me setfing out the unuspal and, in
my opinion, disgraceful tactics displayed by
those responsible for the progecution in the
light of the ‘“nolle prosequi’’ now issued with-
out any apology of any sort in favour of Mrs.
Dillon. I feel that this matter merits the
earnest congideration of Parliament, deserves
a thorough impartial inquiry by a Royal Com-
migsion with the ohjeet of probing the reasouns
that prompted the remarkable and, in my view,
un-Britizh methods that appear to have Dheen
employed from a certain source to secure, af
ali costs, a quick and summary convietion in
the police eourt on the grounds of insanity.
These nre the features of the whole husiness
that ery aloud for inquiry, Naturally a hus-
hand and father of three well brought up boys
hag heen much acitated: but he hag aeted with
commendable reastraint. His wife was arrested,
strinped and kept in a cell—then thrown into
A mentn! observation ward. The shocking
methods adopted by the police, the separation
of a c¢hild of gix from his mother is, T con-
aider, the blackest blot on the fair and widely
vospocted foree entrusted with the maintenanee
of law and order in this ®tate. Should the
story sworn to hv Mra. Dillon he troe in alt
partienlars—and that sworn statement demands
investimatinon—I  fear that, under conditions
such as thoss alleged, no one is safe in this
Stnte, In writing to ask vonr immediate
eonnerl, or, hetter still, action, T do so with
a full <onar of resnonsibilitv. For several
vears, nearly, T have known Mr, Dillem. He is
a straneer in 2 strange land. He works—so
dars hig wife, Asx ex-crroupers thev have, as
edueated pennls, endepvonred ta exnlain to
their frirnds overzeas, particularlv in Fneland,
the stupidite thot it is claimed permeates the
nffirinldom of this fair 1land of ours, nartien-
larly in conneefion with fheir exnsrisnces in
the groun s~ttlements,  That extracts from
their Tletters bave heen nrinted in  Fng-
land, in view of the controversy here and therz,
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is not to be unexpected. Surely any form of
administration would welcome criticism pro-
vided the eriticism is not defamatory of the
country. I have inquired into the bona fides
of Mr. and Mrs. Dillon. Their Jetters are en-
elosed. The wretched bolstered-up charges—
the merits of which I am not concerned iu so
much, have eaused mental anguish and strain
on these unfortunate people. The Press has
broadeasted the police court proceedings here,
there and everywhere, With the ‘“nolle pro-
sequi’’ entered the stain of that shocking busi-
ness will stick for n generation. The humilia-
tion of the husband, the degradation of the
wife, and the definite, calenlated and wiecked
impression now indelibly formed in the minds
of those adolescent boys is something that will
never be eradicated, except by like announee-
menis conveying to them, to their people in the
Homeland, and the citizens of Western Aus-
tralia at large, Mra. Dillon’s innocence, and
an  explanation of the circumstanees that
brought about the change of front in respeet
to the Criminal Court proceedings that have
now heen abandoned, and the punishment of
those respongible. These people have been faced
with an  unparalleled problem in defending
their liberties in this British country, They
have apprised their Excellencies, the Gover-
nor General, and the State Governor of their
plight. Having lost their money, the group
farm, their all, they have been forced to bor-
row from strangers to pay the expenses in-
volved—a econsiderable amount. Surely this
case calls for the closest investigatiom

The Minister for Justice: Do you say that
was a sworn statement?

Mr. NORTH : That is what the letfer from
the mayor said.

The Premier: I understend that is merely
a statement of the mayor of Cottesloe.

Mr, NORTH: Yes. On receipt of that
letter I made inquiries and had several inter-
views with Mr. Bryan and others. I was
also able to obtain a sworn statement from
Muys. Dillon in regard to the cirenmstances
arising out of the letter. It is a stalement
under the Evidence Act, a declaration which
is not exactly the same as an affidavit.

The Premier: It is merely an expression
of opinion.

Mr. NORTH: The mayor’s lefter is a
genernl siatement of the ecase, bui T
have from Mrs. Dillon & statetnent sworn he-
fore a solicitor of her side of the ease. Her
statement bears out in & measure the ron-
tents of the letter from ibe mayor. 1 will
read extracts from it in order to inform
members as to the issues in the case. It is
really a statutory deelaration.

Mr. Davy: It has the same effect as an
affidavit. A false statement in it involves
perjury.
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Mr. NORTH: The statement from Mrs.
Dillon is to the following effect:—

Suept. 28th, 1928, At 2,15 p.m. Detective-
Sergeant Cameron, Policewomau Dunlop, and
a plain-clothes man ealled. Detective Cameron
read out a warraut for my arreat. I said,
¢¢Thig is dreadful—IL am innocent of all this
beastly charge.”” He said to the policowoman,
“*Take her to get a change of linen—I am
going to search.’’ He produced no search
warrant (neither is there one on the file) and
absolutely ransacked my house.

Under the criminal law there is no necessity
for a search warrant in eriminal cases. In
some instances it is possible to search with-
out a warrant. Why was a warrant issued
rather than a simple summons?

—All he could find was—

1. Three articles I had written out in the
rongh some months back and never submitted.

2. Five letters 1 had written to friends.
These were returned. On searching a drawer
he came ueross a letter I had reccived from Sir
Jnmes Mitchell on the group settlement., He
turned and snarled, ‘“Yes, I have seen your
articlrs on group settlement.’’ The postman
came. Mrs, Dunlop handed me a letler from
my husband, Cameron snatched it from my
hand and read it before allowing me to do so.
He then grabbed my packet of daily lefters
[ had reeceived from my husband since he left.
He read through them. T said sarcastically,
¢‘Ineriminating, are they not?’! ‘Umph,’’
he snarled, *didn’t expeet them to be, you're
too artful.’’

He then went to Hull’s and returned with a
letter. ‘“Oh, so now you are sweet on the Ser-
geant.’’ I told him I objected to his insinua-
tions and his attitude. I also teld him that
in England a person was considered innocent
till he was proved guilty, but here one was
guilty till he was proved innocent. I called
& neighbour who promised te care for my boys
till their father came home—he was 375 miles
away, but T had wired him and knew he would
be down by the first train., We then went out
to the police car. He asked me where my boys
attended achool. I told him, the two elder
boys at the Christian Brothers’ College, Perth,
and the younger one at the local State achool.
He then asked for a deseription of the younger
Loy ’s dress, which I gave., He gave orders to
the driver to patrol the strects till he sighted
the boy. He then stopped the car, got out and
took the little chap behind a sand bank anAd
cross-examined him. Desmond has since told
us that he suggested he had taken letters and
put them under Hull’s door. Naturally the
¢hill denied the charge. I asked Caweron if
he had told Mrs. Hull he was taking me away.
Wiy? ““Breause if she does not know she
may write another letter and ineriminate her-
self.’"  Te snarled. *‘There will be no more
letters—ithe EVIL is removed.?’

Wo arrived at Perth police station at 4.25
p.m. Whilst the eharee was beine entered Cam-
eron perzonally searched my pockets, and then
ordvred removal of my weddine ring. Polier-
man aad jwlierwoman demurred. T asked if T
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was to be man-handled. He then ordered police-
woman to take me behind, strip and search me.
All this degradation L had to endure on a
framed up charge ot detamatory letter writing.
vameron then entered and said he was going
for my boys. 1 begged him to leave t[wm
alone. The cuphoards were stocked, a neigh-
hour would care for them. My boys are 13, 13,
6, and have had 214 years in the bush, XNeither
of my children have ever been separated from
we, and ] knew my baby would be heart-
broken. 1 asked, ‘*Where will you take
them?’ “*Where they will be safe’’ About
7.30 p.m., accompanied by the gaoler, Detee-
tive-Sergeant Cameron visited me with a reply-
paid telegram from my husband. Before the
gaoler and a fellow prisoner I protested at his
high-handed, prejudived and biassed attitude
throughout the ease. Further [ strongly pro-
tested at his action in cress-cxamining a bahy
of gix, and again asked for legal assistanee—
the second time that day. As he went out of
the ecll he growled, ‘T have your boys.''
‘‘Where have you taken them?'’' I eried.
S Whers they will he safe till we know what
will hap-en to you.”' My fellow prisoncr said
expressively, < Pig,?’

At 6.30 2. T was turned out into the prisob
yard, Ahout 7.30 the gaoler came to warn mo
to prepare for eourt at 930, T asked where
my boys were. He did not know but promised
to make inquiries, and offered to send the reply
telegrain to my hushand. Reply as follows:—
Dillow, Kalgoorlie. ‘‘Frame up successful,
Arrcsted. Boys in charge of State. Love, In-
vietus.’? He also tried fo procure a solicitor
for me, but, failing, asked me particniara of
my case, and proeceded fo instruet me 53 to
ecourt procedure and advised me how to set
ahout getting bail.

030 am. I marched into eourt with men
prigoners, only woman, confined bchind doek
with men. Again I asked for legal assistane-
—none forthcoming, My case was abont third
on the list. T was ordered into the dock, the
fitth and abomination with which T am eharged
with writing was read out. Before T could
say a word, the rroscenting sergeant jumped
np and said the (1) had indisputable evidence
ag to my vindictive attitude to Mr, Wilson and
Mrs. Dyer and a<ked that T be remanded for
night days’ mental ohservation. T eried out,
‘T am not enilty. T am innocent of the whole
diabolienl charpe,?’ Bilence, Stand down.
Marched out with male prizoners through the
ganing crowds. Hunded over to Policewoman
Durdale.  Ordered to enter ear driven by
uniformed driver, accompanied by =z plain-
eloth s muan and Mrs. Thuedale aml driven fo
Porth Hosnital. What a dangerous or import-
ant peraon T must he to require such an
eacort. T immedintely asked for news of my
hovs, Nobodv could give me any information.

I am not going to give further details; I
shall relate what happened after the woman
was arrested. Affer having been taken to
the Perth Hospital where she remained for
some days, it was found that there was
nothing wrong with her mental condition.
Eventvally she left for her home and she
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appeared at the police court on the S5th
October and was remanded on bail to the
15th Oectober. Later on, as we know frowm
the Press, a nolle prosequi wus entered. The
point I wish to emphasise is this. Is it a
fact, first of all, that Mrs. Dillon was ar-
rested on a warrant, that she was stripped
and searched and then placed in a cell, that
next morning she was charged at the police
court with an offence and then sent to the
mental ward at the hospital where she re-
mained under observation for two weeks be-
tore she had any chanee to defend herself!
If all that be true, it is & serious thing for
the commmunity. We all know that any mem-
ber of the pelice foree may make a mistake.
but it it is possible for any person at any
time, on the information of others, to be
arrested on & warrant, locked up and brought
before the court charged with some offence
next day, and without being given a chance
to offer any detence, to be clapped into an
observation ward for two weeks, then Isay
it is a state of affairs that should not be tole-
rated, and the law shounld he altered to pre-
vent it happening. Surely no other member
in this Flouse will stand for that kind of
thing! Tt is not justice. It was thought
that there was some other guestion at issue.
and that in my bringing the matter forward
I intended fo make an attack on the police
force. 1 assure the House that nothing was
further from my mind. We all know what
we owe to the police foree, and we all know
what latitude is required to be given to those
who guard us froin criminals, and to enable
them also to carry out what are at times
very awkward duties. But here is a case
where, in the exeeution of their duty,
the police apparently have made a mis-
take. They charged this woman with
writing letters, arrested her, took her to
the court from where she was ordered
to the mental ward of the hespital, without
even having the chanee of saying guilty or
not guilty.

The Premier: That involves the court, net
the polieo.

Mr. NORTH: I think it does. . The whole
thing makes us feel that a thorongh investi-
gation shonld be made. Let ns assume that
something was known about this woman,
that A, B, and C went to the police and
said that she was insane and that she had
been writing letters. Next, the woman is
in the clutches of the law and finds herself
in eourt. Even if she had beéen charged with
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murder, it is terrible to thiok that it should
be possible to elap her into prison anid then
on appearing in court to be told to stand
down, and then he removed to the public
hospital just because the sergeant or ser-
geants were able to say to the magistrate,
“We have indisputable evidence that thiy
woman is a menace to the community." The
whole thing is outrageous, and I am sure
that neither this nor any other (Government
will tolerate such a eondition of affairs. Even
the Premier’s wife, on snch a theory, could
be arrested and whipped inte gaol to-mor-
row morning, taken before a magistrate, and
ordered to the Perth Hospital for observa-
tion. I could say a lot more, but my desire
is to keep to essential facis. T will not do
any good to Mrs Dillen by labouring un-
essential matters. YWhat I have said I think
is sufficient to warrant an inquiry taking
place. It has been put up te me that a
Royal Commisston should be appointed.
that the Commissioner shounld be a judge
and that he should investigate the whole
affair from heginning to end. One point that
needs to be explained is why the woman was
arrested and aot summoned in the ordinary
way. Because lefters were being distributed
why should it be neccessary to issue a war-
rant for her arrest and clap her into gaol?
The whele thing is awful. Those of us who
have stndied psyeboiogy, and the member for
Perth (Mr. Mann) if he were here would tell
us that it is so, are aware that there are con-
ditions in the life of a woman that ineline
her to write letters, and that kind of thing
might happen in any street in any village
and in sueh eirenmstances the police, when
they decide to aet, shonld be sure of their
ground, ¥ would like to think that the police
in this ecase merely made a mistake. There
is another question, and it should be stressed
at this juncture, hecanse I think it can be
seen arising—it is the question of profes-
sionalism which seems to be entering intn
every sphere of activity: “intense profes.
sionalism,” T ecall it. Profassiounlism is
now found in every calling. It is the desire
of vietory. Tt is associated not only with
sport, but with many ecallings.  With the
police force we might use the word “pro-
fessionalism™ in the sense that they have a
feeling that thev must seenre a convietion.
It rather looks as if there were an ambition
behind the charge laid against Mrs. Dillon
fo seenre a result, as it were. T hope T am
wrong.
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Mr. Davy: Having discovered an offence,
they must pot someone!

Mr. NORTH: Onc does not want to say
that. We know the other side of the story,
und we know that it is everyone's desire to
shelter behind the police, If on a stormy
night we hear the back door creaking, we are
glad to think that there is a police officer
perhaps aot far away te whom we can go
for protection.

Mr. Sleeman: When the time comes that
you hear the door ereak, you begin to think
you are bound tor the observation ward.

Mr. NORTH : We are aware that a big
responsibility rests upon the police which
wmakes one hesitate to say anything against
them. We know that they have a most dif-
ticult job to pertorm. I the short life I
have lived I have seen the public equanimity
upset in many directions. 1 have seen build-
ings fall to the ground. T have read of great
steamers of 50,000 tons sink to the bottom
of the ocean. I bhave vead of scandals in
publie life. T have read of sexnal exposures,
and in faet in every way we find our equan-
imity disturbed, and that things are not as
they seem on the surface. But in regard to
the police generally, we look npon them as
angels,

The Premter: We have heard the Western
Awnstralian police foree spoken of as the
hest police foree in the world. If what you
say is true, theve is reason to doubt that.

Mr. NORTH: We can say that the police
force of Western Australia have set an ex-
ample to the civilised world in the way they
have tracked cdown murderers and sheeted
hone many evimes. But if what T have re-
lated is frue, it means more to the public
than smart arrests for murder. The writing
of letters is a common occurrence, and we
want to feel that justice will remain as
supreme as ever it was. T have quoted ex-
tracts from sworn statements, and T con-
tend now that the matter shounld not be
allowed to remain where it stands. I am
justified in asking that a juidge of the
Supreme Court should investigate the case of
Mrs. Dillon, and arrive at one of two con-
¢lusions, either that it is possible and quite
correct for any woman, at any time,
to he arrested and taken before the
ecourt and then ordered to an observation
ward, or clse fthat what happened
shonld never have ocecurred. There are twa
1551es, either that what was done was ecorrest
and we must ask Parliament to amend the



law, or that whas took place was the result
of a gross error, in which case the Minister
for Justice must take the necessary steps to
see that such a thing never occurs again.
There is another issue which justifies the
matter being brought forward. We all
know that the Crown, under British law, can
do no wrong. We know that there are
pelitions of right where a subjeet can by a
cireuitous route get to the ears of the Crowu
and perhaps secure compensation if be is
fortunate., Lawyers, lbowever, know thai
petitions of right do not often succeed, and
that they do not often lead to financial ad-
Jjustments. At any rale, it is very hard for
any person under our system of justice, to
get’ any recompense from the Crown if
a false charge is laid. That is owr
system. We give the police unze-
stricted right to mail bhome a charge
that they may have preferred aguinst
anyone, be that a charge of murder, or even
writing letters, That is the end of it and
costs cannot be asked for. In this case it is
terrtble to think that this unfortunate
woman should bave lost her reputation for
months and that it should have cost her
£100 or more to clear herself. The nolle
prosequi in itself is not exactly a clearancc
because it leaves the implieation that the
police did not continue the charge for the
reason that there was not suffieient evidence.
Therefore the fact of there being no charee
or conviefion is naturally a detriment to
Mrs. Dillon.

Mr. Sleeman: Was she brought hefor-
the conrt again after being in the observa-
tion ward?

Mr. NORTH: Yes. When she came our
of the ward she was taken before the police
eourt, a prima faeie case wis made out, and
she was committed for trial. That was
mentioned in the newspapers. It meant that
the filthy letfers were read aut to the ecours
and the unfortunate woman was labelled
with them st that {ime. T do not know
whether any member has any knowledze of
the letters, but even in the absence of thn
memher for Forrest (Miss Holman), 1
would nof presome to read one word of them
to this House. To do so, I think, would
shock even the hardened memhers that T see
sitting around me.

Bon. G. Taylor:
anyhow.

Mr. NORTH: It has been a terrible affai-
and it was worse from the fact that she was

Do not lock at me,
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a married womaa, Had it been 8 man that
was eoncerned, it would bhave beea bud
enough. I have said suflicient to show thnt
there is something wrong. I do pot think
anvone will deny that my statement abour
Lhe mental ward can be proved, and if it is
true, an inquiry should be made for the sake
of the good name of the State, the safety ol
it« eitizens and the order of justice in future.

On motion by the Minister for Police, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.18 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—ALBANY HARBOUR
BOARD ACT.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, Why has no preeclamation been
issned bringing into foree the Albany Har-
bour Board Act, which was assented to in
December, 19267 2, When is it proposed to
proclaim the Act?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
{1) and (2), The position has remained
unchanyed since the 25th October last, when



